
   

 

2026 
August 2 
 
Children's Chapel 
is offered during 
the school year 
and will resume 
this fall. In the 
meantime, 
children and 
families are 
always welcome 
in the Grace 
Space at the front 
of the sanctuary. 
Children are 
invited to come 
forward at any 
time during 
worship to enjoy 
quiet activities 
while remaining 
part of our 
worshiping 
community. 
 
*Indicates to 
stand as you are 
able. 
 
 
Words in bold 
invite a 
community 
response. 
 

Listening devices 
and large print 
hymnals are 
available. An 
usher will happily 
assist you. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Prelude   Air              Samuel Wesley 
 
Welcome and Greeting 
 
*Call to Worship  

We invite the forests to worship with us  
 Uplifted by a canopy of praise, 

We come with the trees to celebrate life 
 Nourished by the streams of prayer, 

Sustained by the leaves of grace, 
 We are like trees planted by the water, 

With roots deep in God's hope and love, 
 And branches raised in prayer and praise. 

 
*Hymn   Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom    UMH #508  

  

Opening Prayer:  

Gracious God who planted the first garden, teach us the lesson of the 
trees. Teach us to bend in the storm instead of breaking. Teach us to 
lose everything some seasons and still trust you for the spring. Teach us 
that the quiet work of sinking roots matters more than how fast we reach 
for the light. Root us here, in this hour. Let your word fall on us like rain. 
And let this community be a grove where none of us stands alone against 
the wind. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 

Scripture Lesson:       Acts 17: 22-28 
Sheryl Cavan 

 
Special Music  It Is Well with My Soul       Horatio Spafford 

    Greg Fischer 

 
Scripture Lesson:                 Luke 21: 29-33 

Pastor Tim O’Brien 
 

  The Word of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 
Message                     Wild Kingdom:  The Lessons of the Trees 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Hymn    Hymn of Promise        UMH #707 
 
Prayers of the People                            

Sharing of our Joys and Concerns 
Prayer 
 

 

Ministry Moment 
  
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory   Deep River     African American Spiritual 

     arr. Phillip Keveren 
                                                                                     

*Offering Response  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow       UMH #94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
*Prayer of Dedication 

O God of growth, receive these gifts the way the earth takes a fallen seed: 
not as an ending, but as a planting. Let them take root somewhere we'll 
never see, grow into something we may never get to witness, and bear 
fruit in seasons still ahead of us. Bless what's given here. Use it to feed 
someone who's hungry, shelter someone who's weary, and grow this 
church into the kind of grove where anyone can come and find shade. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
Celebration of Holy Communion 
 The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and 
praise.  

 
…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.                

 
Congregation 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
*Hymn   The Trees of the Field              TFWS #2279 
 
 
*Blessing and Sending Forth 

Let us go, planted and rooted in love. 
Growing slowly, growing deep, growing true. 
Go and give shade to someone who is weary. 
We go to bear fruit for a world hungry for compassion and justice 
And may the God who gives growth, the Christ who tends the garden, and the 
Spirit who moves like wind through the branches, go with you now and always. 
Amen.  

 Amen.  
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all 
honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.  

 

Congregation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

*Postlude    This Is My Father’s World           Franklin L. Sheppard 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

*Blessing Response: This Is My Father’s World  UMH #144, Refrain (v. 1) 

You are invited 

to join us for  

fellowship and 

refreshments at 

The Connection! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Monday – August 3rd   

• MDO – Edu Wing & Revelation Room 

• Crosstown Harmony – 6:00pm – Revelation Room 
 

Tuesday – August 4th   

• MDO – Edu Wing & Revelation Room 

• District Committee Meeting – 10:00am – Front Wellbeing 
Room 

• Savvy Caregivers – 10:00am – Disciple Room 

• Friendly Visitors – 10:00am - Library 

• Chair Yoga – 2:30pm – Middle Wellness Center 

• Praise Team Rehearsal – 7:30pm - Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday – August 5th  

• MDO – Edu Wing & Revelation Room 
 

Thursday – August 6th    

• MDO – Edu Wing & Revelation Room 

• Sew Together – 9:30am – Disciple Room 

• Tai Chi – 10:00am – Fellowship Hall 

• Yoga – 10:00am – Wellness Center 

• VBS Decorating – 6:00pm - Wellness Center 

• AA Men’s Group – 8:00pm – Disciple Room 
 
Friday – August 7th  (Pastor Tim’s Sabbath) 

• VBS – All Hands on Deck Day 
 
Sunday – August 9th   

• Sunday Service – 9:30am – Sanctuary 

• Connection – 10:30am – Revelation Room 

• Friendly Visitors Team – 10:45am - Library 

• Journey – 10:45am – Disciple Room 
 

Quarterly Mission Partner/Loose Coin Offering:  

The Gathering of Southeastern Wisconsin 
 

Hospitality Team for Sunday -  08.16.26 WAFFLE CHURCH 

Greeters: Tom & Carita Twinem  Liturgist: Marianne Ludwick 


