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John 14: 8-17, 25-27 
8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 

9Jesus said to him, “I have been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do 
not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father?’ 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of 
the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 
also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these 
because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.” 
 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This 
is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will 
be in you.” 
 
 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave 
with you; me peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
 

 Pentecost, it’s the day that those of us who have been hanging around 

the church for a while, picture the scene laid out for us in Acts, Chapter 2. A 

large gathering of early believers receives the Holy Spirit in the form of 

tongues of fire that come and rest over their heads and gives them the power 

to speak and understand languages they have not previously known. This gift 

of the Holy Spirit is considered to be the act which gives birth to the 

Christian Church.   



 

 But this Pentecost let’s allow John’s gospel to introduce us to the Holy 

Spirit. Theologian and biblical scholar Frederick Dale Bruner calls the Holy 

Spirit the “shy member of the Trinity.” We know God the Father, who creates 

heaven and earth out of nothing in the book of Genesis. We know God the 

Son, who comes to earth in the human form of Jesus and who teaches, heals, 

suffers and dies.   

 But, God the Holy Spirit? What does the Spirit actually do?! For that 

answer, we turn to John’s gospel. You might notice that this morning the 

lectionary readings have us using some of the same verses as last week.  

They’re either so good that we get them twice in a row … or the lectionary 

creators didn’t trust our memories. Regardless, today’s text is really John’s 

story of Pentecost … or, at least his foretelling of Pentecost.   

 We’re still at the last supper that Jesus will have with his disciples and 

Jesus is still telling them all of the most important things he has to say 

before he leaves them. While he’s giving his last lecture, Philip just blurts 

out, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” In other words, 

“Show us God and that will be enough. We just want to know who God is and 

what God really means for us.” 

 We can hear the exasperation in Jesus’ response to Philip, “Don’t you 

know me, Philip, even after we’ve been together all this time?!” I mean, it’s 

like the last night before final exams and Philip is sounding like he hasn’t 

attended a single class!   

Philip’s “show us the Father” really is pretty surprising. These guys 

gathered together are the ones who have been traveling with Jesus, standing 

by his side as he’s been teaching, catching fish with him in nets that are 

overflowing and passing out loaves of bread that just keep multiplying. These 

are the guys who have been there to see blind men given sight, a young girl 

brought back to life, and countless people restored to community through 



 

Jesus’ actions. And yet, even after all of that, they show up at the end saying, 

“Come on Jesus! Stop holding back on us! Show us God.” To our ears, they 

seem remarkably … obtuse … even for the disciples.   

It had me wondering what their problem was … because it seems like it 

should be abundantly clear who Jesus is after everything they’ve witnessed.  

So then, why are they acting like they haven’t already seen God?! The more I 

thought about it, the more I began to think that perhaps that the problem is 

that they already thought they knew about God. And what they knew for 

sure was that God was all powerful, all knowing, all consuming, far, far away 

from them and so glorious that if anyone even accidentally caught a glimpse 

of God, they would be so overwhelmed that they would die.   

Then, Jesus shows up saying, “The Father and I are one in the same, 

when you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” The problem here is that 

they have seen Jesus. While he’s done some pretty amazing things, they’ve 

also watched him as he was judged and criticized by the religious leaders and 

experts on scripture and rejected by many who have heard him. Now he’s just 

told them that he will be betrayed, and he will suffer, and he will die. It 

doesn’t exactly match up with their preconceived notions of a powerful, 

brilliant God.   

When Philip says, “Show us the Father,” I think he’s saying, “Okay 

Jesus, stop holding back. Act more like the God we expected. If you and the 

Father are one, live up to our expectations!” We have the benefit of time and 

perspective to know that whenever someone tries to put that kind of 

expectation on Jesus, they are probably not going to get the kind of response 

they are looking for. And that’s certainly true for Philip.   

Jesus responds to Philip saying that all of this time, when they have 

been traveling together, eating together, teaching and healing together, they 

have seen God. It’s shocking for the disciples to hear because even after all 



 

they have experienced, they are still looking for a different kind of God. But, 

while it’s shocking, it’s also good news because it means that God isn’t far 

away, removed, distant from their lives and distant from their needs. If they 

have been seeing God, then it means that God is active in the world around 

them and that God is moved with love and compassion and healing in the 

face of hatred, and injustice and brokenness.   

As if that isn’t already wild enough to hear, Jesus makes the claim, “the 

one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 

greater works than these ….”  Some biblical interpreters suggest that what 

he means is that followers of Jesus will do works in greater quantity than 

Jesus … not that they will do works that are greater in quality than Jesus.  

And, maybe that’s what he meant, after all, his ministry was only about three 

years long and the church is supposed to have been working on this for … oh, 

2000-some years!   

But Jesus follows it up by saying that he will do whatever is asked in 

his name to support his followers in this work. I don’t think Jesus went all 

prosperity gospel on the disciples and was saying he would answer prayers 

for lots of money, or fancy cars, or huge homes. And I don’t think he was 

promising that we could just pray and receive a life that is always happy and 

easy and without heartache, or grief, or struggle.   

But I do wonder if maybe he was saying to those who love and follow 

him, “You can do as great or even greater things than I have done. If you 

need any help in doing good on behalf of others, or in loving others as I have 

commanded – all you have to do is ask. I will give you what you need to help 

others. Just ask me.”   

I think it’s like he’s saying to these friends of his, “You know that I 

know you and I love you. We’ve gone through just about everything together.  

I don’t expect you to be courageous all the time. I don’t expect you to be 



 

unconstrained and wildly generous in your giving. I don’t expect you to be 

able to forgive those who have hurt you deeply. I don’t expect you to be 

compassionate and welcoming of the stranger and loving of your neighbor. At 

least, I don’t expect you to be all of those things on your own. But I will help 

you do and be all those things and more.”   

And that may be the greatest news about this Pentecost story. Jesus 

commands us to love and yet he doesn’t expect us to do anything by ourselves 

because we will be sent the Holy Spirit. We are promised the Spirit to give us 

the help, the strength, the power we need to love and teach and heal and 

restore and welcome and serve and clothe and feed and wash and build and 

care for and support and guide and befriend and speak and pray and calm 

and lead and follow and love and love and love and love some more.   

“Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works 

that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these.” May it be so. And 

may we seek the Spirit’s help in making it so. Amen.   


