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Luke 19: 28-40 
 28After he had said thus, he went on ahead, going on to Jerusalem. 
 29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called 
the Mount of Olives, he sent  two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that 
has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why 
are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32So those who were 
sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying the 
colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The 
Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their 
cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it.36As he road along, people kept 
spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now approaching the path 
down the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to 
praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power they had seen, 
38saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in 
heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 39Some of the Pharisees in the 
crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I 
tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 
 
 I grew up watching reruns of the TV series, M*A*S*H* and there’s one 

episode where the doctor, known as “Trapper” gets diagnosed with a stomach 

ulcer.  Although initially he’s upset about having to deal with a hole in his 

stomach lining, he’s soon beaming with joy when his bunkmate, Hawkeye, 

reminds him that according to Army regulations, Trapper was going home!  

His ulcer was his ticket out of the misery of the Korean War!   

 As the episode continues, they arrange a farewell party for Trapper.  

Just minutes before he shows up for his own party, he’s informed by the 

Company Clerk, Radar, that the Army had recently CHANGED its 

regulations and his ulcer would have to be treated right there in Korea.  

Trapper goes to the party anyway and allows the party, in all its festive, 

hilarious, joy, to proceed through the evening. They’re all living it up and 



 

joking around right up to the point where Trapper is asked to give a final 

speech, at which time he tells everyone the truth: he’s not going anywhere 

after all.  

 But throughout the party, both Trapper and Radar have a look in their 

eyes that betrays the truth, if only anyone had looked close enough to notice.  

Trapper smiles and even laughs during the party, but it’s a bit muted and the 

sadness in his eyes tells the reason why: it’s a nice party, but it’s NOT going 

to end the way that he had hoped or the way the other partygoers were 

anticipating.     

 I wonder if someone had looked deeply into Jesus’ eyes on the day that 

today’s scripture story played out, if they might have seen something similar.  

Palm Sunday’s procession into Jerusalem in the Gospel according to Luke is 

stuck between some very dark and ominous events.  Just prior to the festive 

parade is the Parable of the Ten Pounds, in which Jesus tells the story of a 

nobleman who was leaving town and gave his servants money to tend while 

he was away. It’s a foreshadowing of what is to come and Jesus is telling his 

followers that they will need to keep working for the kingdom of God even 

when he is gone. Just after the parade into the city, we have the text which 

tells us that Jesus wept over the city as he looked at it and grieved what was 

about to happen in the coming days. So, it makes me wonder, if his eyes 

betrayed the real truth of what he knew during the party.   

 In the Revised Common Lectionary every year, there is the option to 

choose between the “Liturgy of the Palms” or the “Liturgy of the Passion.”  

This passage from chapter 19 of Luke’s Gospel is assigned for the “Liturgy of 

the Palms,” although it’s a bit ironic as chapter 19 of this gospel doesn’t have 

a single palm branch in sight! Nope. No palms in today’s text, no “Hosannas” 

being shouted … just coats and … rocks.   



 

 Luke’s telling of the Palm Sunday account is an echo to his telling of the 

birth story. When Jesus was born, the Gospel writer tells us that the angels 

appeared to sing, “Peace on earth.” Now, as Jesus rides his colt toward 

Jerusalem, the people look to the sky and sing, “Peace in heaven.” As we 

gather and read this text, we’re to know that this man is the one who has 

power to bring peace on earth and in heaven.   

 Which is what the crowd of disciples is shouting, “Hey!  We’ve seen this 

guy do amazing things! Clearly he’s our leader and king who is blessed by 

God because he’s able to heal the sick, cast out demons, and restore life to the 

dead! He will bring peace in all of heaven!”   

 The religious leaders in the crowd aren’t all that amused by these 

claims. After all, if Jesus is able to do all these things and people begin 

following him … their lives as they know them are at risk. If his following 

gets to be too big, it wouldn’t be temple as usual, anymore. Jesus was calling 

for some radical changes to how people of faith were living their lives. I mean, 

I know this never happens in churches today, so it might be hard to believe 

but the churchiest of the people say to Jesus, “Tell your followers to stop!” 

because the changes he’s calling for are making them uncomfortable.   

 To which he replies, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would 

shout out.” Seems like an odd thing to say … especially to those of us who 

aren’t as well versed in the teachings of the prophets … especially the minor 

prophets … like, well, Habakkuk. But, don’t feel bad if you don’t know the 

scripture Jesus is referring to because I’m pretty sure that I only used the 

name Habakkuk as an answer for the “name the baby” game at baby showers 

until sometime in seminary!   

 Habakkuk, Chapter 2, is God’s response to the prophet’s complaint 

about the unfaithfulness of the people and in it, God tells the prophet to tell 

the people, that their lives should be glorifying God. But, to give us a little 



 

better context, let’s hear these verses from the paraphrase of The Message, 

“Who do you think you are,” God asks the people, “recklessly grabbing and 

looting, living it up, acting like the king of the mountain, acting above it all, 

above trials and troubles? You’ve engineered the ruin of your own house. In 

ruining others you’ve ruined yourself. You’ve undermined your foundations, 

rotted out your own soul. The bricks of your house will speak up and accuse 

you. The woodwork will step forward with evidence.  … Meanwhile the earth 

fills up with awareness of God’s glory as the waters cover the sea.”   

 The disciples and followers are proclaiming the awareness of God’s 

glory and peace on earth and in heaven. The religious leaders tell Jesus to 

make them be quiet. And then Jesus calls to mind the prophetic scripture 

that says that even the bricks of our walls, the stones from our homes’ 

foundations, the rocks on the side of the road will tell the truth about how we 

live our lives and how God is at work in the world.   

 If the followers of Jesus are silent, the stones will cry out. It reminds me 

of some of the ways I’ve heard the stones crying out. The first time I 

remember clearly, is during a trip to the Holy Land in the early 2000’s. One 

of the most difficult days of the trip was the day we visted Yad Vashem, 

Israel’s official memorial to the victims of the Holocaust. As you approach the 

monument you first see the Children’s Memorial, remembering the 1.5 

million children lost to the Holocaust during World War II. Standing above 

the entrance to the memorial is a cluster of stark-looking, larger than life, 

unfinished cement pillars.  They are arranged in rows, with shorter ones in 

the front, taller ones in the back.  “Just like children lined up for a class 

photograph,” our tour guide said, “Except, so many of our children weren’t 

given that opportunity.” “I tell you,” Jesus said, “if my followers are silent, 

these stones would cry out.” 



 

 It reminds me of my trip last fall to Washington D.C. for a conference 

when I grabbed an afternoon to visit some of the memorials found in our 

nation’s capital.  The Korean War Veteran’s Memorial to take some photos to 

show Steve’s dad; The Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial, The National World War 

II Memorial, The Washington Monument, The Lincoln Memorial, all revisited 

as reminders of our ancestor’s dedication and service but also with reminders 

of the horrors of war and human division. “I tell you, if my followers are 

silent, these stones would cry out,” Jesus says.  

 I hadn’t been to D.C. for some time, so this trip was my first opportunity 

to see the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial after its completion. Walls to the 

walkway are lined with quotes by MLK, “The ultimate measure of a man is 

not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he 

stands at times of challenge and controversy.” And, “True peace is not merely 

the absence of tension; it is the presence of justice.” Then, you arrive at the 

enormous stone rendering of Martin Luther King Jr. who looks as if he could 

just as easily fade back into the mountain of rock as he could take a step 

forward right out of it and onto the walkway.  On the side of the massive 

stone carving are the words, “Out of the mountain of despair, a stone of 

hope.” “I tell you, if my followers are silent,” Jesus says, “these stones would 

cry out.” 

 Closer to home, the stones and bricks of our walls cry out as well. For 

every 100 Milwaukee families that are living at or below the poverty line, 

there are only 25 affordable housing units available. One of our United 

Methodist created, supported, and sustained missions is the critical, life-

saving work of United Methodist Children’s Services. While UMCS provides a 

plethora of services to help children and adults with education, food, 

employment, and other additional support, one of their most critical missions 

is around affordable housing. It is through the support of United Methodists 



 

here in Wisconsin that we hear stories like Sandra’s. Sandra made her way to 

UM Children’s Services when her apartment building was being sold and she 

had concerns about the future of the building under new ownership. She 

wanted to make sure she had a safe, stable, supportive place to raise her 

children. Sandra is clear that she’s a better parent for her children when 

she’s able to get support from UMCS staff and she isn’t afraid she and her 

children may become homeless. Affordable housing, through UM Children’s 

Services is both the literal and figurative foundation of new life for the 

families they serve. “I tell you, if my followers are silent, these stones would 

cry out.” 

 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in 

heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” the crowds yelled. “Tell your 

followers to be quiet about these things,” those in power yelled back. And 

then Jesus makes it clear that even if their voices were quiet, the very bricks 

of their walls, the stones of their foundations, the rocks on the side of their 

roads would tell about what God is doing in the world.   

 So too today, my friends, the world is watching the lives of the followers 

of Christ. Our children are watching how we live our lives. Those living on 

the margins are watching how we respond to the need we see around us. My 

hope and my prayer is that we will respond as the crowds did on that first 

Palm Sunday, with shouts of joy and announcements of what God is doing in 

our midst – for when the stones cry out, we want it to be words of peace.  

Amen.   

    


