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John 2: 1-11 
1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They 
have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you 
and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the 
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty jars with water.” 
7Jesus said to them, “fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the 
brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 
steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water that had 
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10and said, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the 
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 
11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 
glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 

 So, this is an incredibly awkward biblical text! It’s especially awkward 

for a United Methodist Pastor to preach! I mean, as Methodists, our historical 

church stance on the use of alcoholic beverages is what caused the Welch’s 

Grape Juice Empire to be created in the first place! So, there’s an 

awkwardness to standing in the pulpit, as a representative of the United 

Methodist Church, as someone who is supposed to lead the church in 

upholding the spiritual wellbeing of community and the denominational ideal 

of what it means to be a person of faith … and then reading you the story of 

how, as his very first miracle, Jesus our dear Lord and Savior, decides that 

he’s gonna be a party planner when he grows up! As some of you on Facebook 

already know, when I was initially trying to write this sermon, all I could 

think of was Jesus singing Ke$ha’s song lyrics, “Party don’t start till I walk 

in!”   



   

 So Mary, Jesus, and the newly-selected disciples are at a wedding.  

Mary somehow sees that the wine is about to run out for the party. In that 

day and age, the wedding reception went on for days, and the expectation was 

that hosts were providing for the partying needs of their guests through 

abundant food and drink.  Everyone knew that by the last few days, the wine 

they were drinking was going to be about as high-quality wine as Welch’s 

grape juice, but it would be okay because by then, they would have been 

partying for days straight and no one would even notice. As long as you had 

enough wine for the guests to drink it didn’t matter the quality but to run out 

of wine would be a huge embarrassment and would bring tremendous shame 

on the family.  

 Mary, seeing this, turns to Jesus and makes an observation, “They have 

no wine.” Her observation begins an interaction that sounds a bit scandalous 

and even a bit comical to our modern ears.   

 “They have no wine,” Mary observes. “Woman, what concern is that to 

you and to me? My hour has not yet come.”  Really?! Has Jesus just called his 

mom, “woman” and brushed her off?! Then, after having Jesus tell her, 

basically, that he’s not going to do anything about the lack of wine, Mary 

turns to the servants, and in classical mom-speak tells them, “Do whatever 

he tells you,” making it clear that her 30-something-year-old son will do 

something about the lack of wine, as his mother wishes, whether he wants to 

or not!    

So, Jesus looks around, sees six of the enormous stone water jugs used 

for purification washing rites, and tells the servants to fill them with water.  

With that, Jesus performs his first miracle, turning water into the best wine 

served at the party. Given that he is the Son of God who is reported to later 

heal illnesses, cure diseases, resuscitate and resurrect bodies; turning water 

into wine seems … a little … basic? Is this why he seems so reluctant? Is he 



   

saying, “Really, Mom, that’s what you want me to do?!” I mean, in roleplaying 

games like Pathfinder or Dungeons and Dragons, turning water into wine is 

a first level cleric spell … it’s not that special … enhancing water doesn’t 

really change anything. What’s up with this divine reluctance? Is he saying 

that it’s not his time to manifest his powers or is he just feeling like he 

doesn’t want his first miracle to expose him as some kind of magic caterer or 

entry-level sommelier?!   

Biblical scholars say that this interaction between Mary and Jesus isn’t 

as scandalous as we hear it today. His “woman, what matter is that to you 

and I” is really a colloquialism of the time and not a disrespectful statement.  

Her request of him shows her to be a mother that has such faith in her son 

that she trusts him fully. And while he initially seemed reluctant, his 

response to his mother’s request honors her and does so with a show of divine 

abundance that is hard to fathom.   

The wedding party has already been going on for some time and now, 

Jesus has just added extravagance to the party that is beyond imagination;   

six large water jugs of wine, holding 20-30 gallons each. I had to do some 

internet research and fancy calculations, but to give you good Methodists an 

idea of how much wine that is … we’re talking about the equivalent of 1,000 

bottles or more!   

It seems like an odd thing to do as a first miracle. Creating wine for a 

party hardly seems worthy of God on earth. It’s the symbolism of the story 

that gives us the true meaning of this text. The old water jugs used for 

purification rites of the Jewish tradition now have a new purpose with the 

coming of Jesus. The fact that there are six of them would immediately call to 

mind the six days it took for God to create the world. So, with Jesus, we 

learn, out of the old tradition comes a new creation. And the new creation is 



   

one of a world of plenty that is beyond human comprehension; with his first 

miracle, Jesus creates abundance.   

In some ways, it’s ironic that Jesus is initially reluctant but then 

provides such abundance because we are usually the ones who react to such 

divine abundance with a reluctance; our culture is one built upon a scarcity 

mindset. We never seem to have enough time and we’re told that being busy 

is the equivalent to being important or valuable. Many in our world today 

don’t feel worthy of an abundance – whether it be of happiness or peace or 

love. Others wonder why God would even care about their prayer requests 

because they seem so insignificant in comparison to all the things going on in 

people’s lives around the world. Our initial response to ideas or desires is 

often an almost automatic, “we don’t have the money for that,” instead of an 

honest conversation about prioritization, or need, or what it would even take 

to make our dreams a reality. And, whether we like to admit it or not, we 

often practice scarcity with one another. We aren’t vulnerable with one 

another because we don’t think we deserve someone’s time, or care, or grace, 

or forgiveness. We say things like we “don’t want to burden others with our 

needs” because we all “know how busy they are.” All of it is based in a 

mindset of scarcity where there isn’t enough to go around.   

Today’s text, where Jesus first reveals his true identity through an act 

that is as insignificant as making sure there’s enough wine for a party, really 

tells us that our scarcity mindset, our reluctance to live into God’s 

abundance, is a cop-out. Even in the most mundane of things … in needing 

more to drink for a party … God provides for us in abundance.   

Mary sees a need. She makes a request of God. Then, she walks away, 

trusting that God will care for the need. God provides what is needed, and so 

very much more, and the disciples, having seen what God has provided, have 



   

faith. All of a sudden, a very amusing text becomes an incredibly deep 

message about how we are to live our lives of faith.   

What if we challenged ourselves to let go of the scarcity mindset that so 

often creeps into our lives? What if we practiced not being “too busy” for 

important relationships? What if we practiced ignoring the internal messages 

that say we aren’t worthy of love or happiness? What if we let go of the idea 

that we never have enough, or will never be enough, or will never do enough?  

What if we were honest with God and with one another about what we need?  

What if we trusted in the abundance that God has provided and continues to 

provide?   

In today’s story, Jesus gives up his human reluctance in order to allow 

the divine abundance to be made known. What if we sought to do the same?  

Amen.    


