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Isaiah 12: 2-6 
 2Surely God is my salvation; I will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my 
strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 3With joy you will draw 
water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks 
to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; 
proclaim that his name is exalted. 5Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done 
gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O 
royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.   
 

One of the most profound aspects of the Advent season in the life of the 

church is the celebratory air that our expectant waiting takes on. By now in 

church, we have gleaming white lights and festive decorations, the 

poinsettias have arrived, the children’s choirs have sung, and we’ve seen the 

manger scene recreated by our children in a fashion that is far more adorable 

than at that first Christmas so long ago. We’ve lit Advent candles 

representing peace and love, and this week we light the pink candle to 

celebrate joy. This third week of Advent is also known as Gaudete or Rose 

Sunday. Gaudete comes from the Latin word for “rejoice” and this week’s 

lectionary text from the prophet Isaiah calls us to do just that.   

 In the midst of all of our festive songs to express joy and thanks in 

expectation of what God will do, this text, a song, celebrates divine strength 

and anticipates what is to come. Scholars suggest that these words in Isaiah 

were written somewhere in the 500 BCE range, making them words written 

while the Israelites are living in exile in Babylon, far from home. What we 

might expect to hear during this time frame is a song of lament and a cry for 

God to deliver them. Instead, the prophet sings God’s praises! 

 Written in a time when the people are living as refugees in a foreign 

land, where their safety and livelihood is at risk, and their homeland is 



   

destroyed, the writing and singing of this song can only be seen as a sheer act 

of faith. The current reality of the Israelites gives ample reason for fear, 

anxiety, and grief; but the song that we hear comes as one of confident hope 

in anticipation that God will save them and their children. Because of the 

writer’s certainty that God will work to bring them through the current 

disaster of their situation, the words reflect that there is reason to trust and 

not fear.   

 Trust and not fear - that is a tall order to fill – both for the Israelites 

and for us today. There is so very much we can point to that gives us reason 

to live in fear, anxiety and grief. We have seen loss this year. We know of 

violence, division, and tragedy. We are keenly aware that the world is NOT 

what we or what God would desire. Fear, anxiety, grief, anger, they would all 

be appropriate responses to so much of the current reality of the world 

around us.   

 And yet what begins in this text as an individual’s excitement becomes 

a community’s excitement. What starts as an individual’s charge to praise 

God expands to a community’s responsibility to give thanks, to make known 

what God has done for them, and to sing praises for all to hear.   

 God HAS provided for us in the past, the Israelites sing … and so we 

trust that God WILL provide for us in the future! That kind of trust might 

feel like a far-fetched idea, but just as the prophet challenged the Israelite 

community to trust in what God is doing, and will do in their midst, the 

Israelites challenge us.   

As they proclaim, “Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 

let this be known in all the earth!” they challenge us to boldly trust and sing 

back to them through the ages, “Joy to the world! The Lord is come!” Amen.   

  


