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Mark 10:17-31      
17As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before 

him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 
19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not 
defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have 
kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 
“You lack one thing; go sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he 
heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many 
possessions. 

23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will 
be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the 
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, 
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter 
the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, 
“Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is 
impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 

28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed 
you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or 
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and 
for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in this 
age – houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with 
persecutions – and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first 
will be last, and the last will be first.” 
 

 I’ve always had a bit of a fear of heights. It’s not as big a fear as the fear 

I have of spiders that are large enough to be furry, but it’s a fear none the 

less. I usually think that the best way to deal with a challenge is to face it 

head on. So, earlier in my ministry, I did some work with a local emergency 

shelter for women and one night I saw a flyer for a fundraising event they 



   

were hosting and I knew in an instant that I had to go. I signed up that 

night, before I could rethink my decision or have someone talk me out of it, 

because, there were plenty of people who thought it was a terrible idea to face 

a fear of heights … by going skydiving. I started raising money immediately 

so I couldn’t back out. I mean, I was scared out of my mind, but I knew that if 

I was going to face my fear, that I needed the incentive of helping others at 

the same time. The fundraising part was great! I managed to collect close to 

$2,000 without putting much thought into what was about to happen. When 

the day arrived, my cheering section met me at the airport and I saw the 

airplane for the first time. IT WAS SO SMALL. As a matter of fact, it had one 

seat, and that seat was for the pilot! The camera man sat on the floor next to 

the pilot.  My tandem master and I sat on the floor behind the pilot. When we 

got up to about 10,000 feet, a mile in the air, the camera man opened the door 

of the plane and stepped out onto the wing to begin taping. The tandem 

instructor attached his harness to mine and then told me to walk on my 

knees to the door and that he would follow behind me, his knees in sync with 

mine. So, I got up on my knees and started to move toward the door, while 

holding on to the pilot’s seat with both hands. It was loud in the plane from 

the rushing air, but I heard the tandem master yell into my ear, “WHAT ARE 

YOU DOING?!”   

 “HOLDING ON!” I yelled back. “Why?!” he asked. “So I don’t fall out!” I 

mean, duh. “Isn’t that the whole point of this!?!” came the reply. I felt my 

stomach flip over a few times and I reluctantly let go of the chair, shuffled on 

my knees to the door, looked down and stopped. “All you have to do is lean 

forward,” he said, “because I’m not going to push you out of the plane.”     

 The first step always seems to be the most difficult. Taking a step into 

the future, into the unknown, can be such a challenge. It’s scary, and 

uncomfortable, and sometimes, sad. The first day in a new school, leaving 



   

behind one neighborhood for another, leaving a stable job to start a new 

business of your own, bringing your baby home from the hospital, dropping 

your baby off at college and getting in the car to drive home, getting on the 

plane for your first ever flight, undergoing surgery or starting a new 

treatment plan … the first step always seems to be the difficult one.   

 Enter today’s scripture reading. As Jesus and the disciples are about to 

leave on a journey, a man runs up and kneels before Jesus. Later in the text, 

we find out that he’s a wealthy man. In the gospel according to Luke, he’s 

identified as a “ruler” and in Matthew’s gospel, he’s “young” so Christian 

tradition often calls this the story of the “rich, young ruler.” In Mark’s gospel, 

he’s just a regular guy with many possessions.   

 So, he kneels in front of Jesus and, perhaps thinking that he already 

has everything else, he asks Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Jesus names off some of the biggest commandments … don’t murder anyone, 

don’t steal … you can almost hear the relief in the guy’s voice when he 

responds to Jesus, “Teacher, I’ve kept all these since my youth!”   

 Verse 21 says, “Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said, ‘You lack one 

thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven; then, come follow me.’” It sounds a bit harsh 

perhaps, but it’s important to hear the first part of the verse … that, because 

Jesus loved the man, he was willing to say the difficult thing to him.   

 Then the passage says, “When he heard this, he was shocked and went 

away grieving, for he had many possessions.” Christian tradition has 

assumed that he went away grieving because he was too attached to his 

possessions and wealth and he was unwilling to go and sell what he had, give 

the money to the poor, and follow Jesus. But the text doesn’t actually say that 

that is why he went away sorrowful.   



   

 It makes me wonder if there’s another option here. What if he went 

away grieving, not because he couldn’t or wouldn’t sell everything, but 

because he had decided that he was going to sell everything in order to step 

out in faith? First steps are difficult … and scary … and we often leave 

behind security, safety and the comfort of what is known. Even when the new 

thing that awaits us in the future is positive … we often grieve what we leave 

behind. And in my experience, the more comfortable I am with the status 

quo, the more difficult it is to leave it behind. In some sense, the more you 

have, the more courage and strength it takes to let go of it.   

 We hear that Jesus looked at the man with love, and then told him 

what he needed to do. Jesus isn’t speaking in broad, general terms here … 

he’s telling this man that his love for possessions is the thing that keeps him 

from being able to enter into the Kingdom of God because the possessions 

have possessed him.       

 So, what if Jesus, LOVING the man SO MUCH that he was willing to 

tell him the truth about what he needed to do in order to live the life God 

wanted for him, had actually convinced him to take those first steps in faith?   

The scripture doesn’t tell us … so we don’t know for sure ... but, also, 

Jesus and the disciples don’t know yet, either, whether or not the man will 

return to join the crowds traveling with them.   

 Regardless of whether this man does what Jesus has just told him he 

needed to do in order to rely on God, the disciples understand just how 

painful the steps into the future can be. After all, they have already left 

everything behind … their families, their careers, their friends and homes, 

and possessions. While the kingdom of God is unfolding right in front of 

them, they know that joining Jesus in this kind of kingdom life is NOT easy 

and that the first steps require a BOLD FAITH.   



   

 This is so very true for us as well. Taking a first step is often difficult, 

and sometimes painful, even when it is the faithful thing to do. Attending the 

first AA meeting, calling a marriage counselor, having a difficult conversation 

with someone you care about in order to try and mend a broken relationship, 

being honest about who you are when you’ve been feeling like you couldn’t 

before, saying “I’m sorry” to someone you’ve hurt, leaving the safety of one 

place to move to the freedom and grace of another, setting aside what has 

been our security in order to really rely on God … those are bold steps of faith 

… and they move us closer to the kingdom life that God desires for us.   

 There are moments we can look to in order to see the bold first steps 

taken here at Community United Methodist Church. Someone saw the need 

for people of faith to gather to worship and boldly stepped out in faith to offer 

that first worship service back in September of 1949 at the Leland School.  

The founding board of 15 men and 2 women boldly stepped out in faith as 

they identified and purchased the land here on the corner of Watertown 

Plank and Highland. And when the people gathered on a rainy October day 

in 1954 to break ground for this sanctuary, they were boldly stepping out 

with the faith that God would provide for them and for future generations.  

Bold steps of faith were taken again and again and again as three expansions 

were added to the church in order to accommodate all of the classes and small 

groups wanting to meet at the church. Bold first steps were taken when the 

congregation realized that a preschool was needed in the community and 

again when programming for educational and fellowship opportunities for 

seniors were envisioned. Countless couples have taken those first steps of 

faith together down this aisle after promising their love to one another. 

Hundreds of young people have taken their first bold steps here through 

confirmation vows and on mission trips where they committed themselves to 

God. Every new mission partnership builds on the first steps taken long ago 



   

when this congregation made the decision to be generous in their support and 

care for those in need. And, as long as we’re on a roll, let’s be really honest … 

this year, it was a bold step of faith for all of you to welcome your first female 

lead pastor … a step that many large churches in our conference have not yet 

taken. So many bold steps have been taken here … and I am convinced that 

God is not done calling us further into a sharing of the kingdom life.   

 The disciples, for once, understand what Jesus is saying, because they 

have lived the difficulty of taking the first bold steps of faith. While they 

understand what Jesus is saying, they can hardly believe what they are 

hearing! When Jesus says, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God,” the 

disciples are shocked. The common understanding at the time is that wealth 

was a sign of God’s favor. So, a rich guy was clearly a faithful guy in their 

minds. Now, as Jesus says that it will be easier for a camel to go through eye 

of a needle the disciples wonder aloud, “Then who can be saved if the rich, 

AKA, the faithful guy, isn’t gonna make it!?!” It’s a shocking statement that 

Jesus has just made.   

 While his statement is shocking to the disciples, it’s KEY to our 

understanding of the life of faith. Jesus’ teaching on wealth is really a 

teaching about trust. Where do we put our trust? Where do we find our 

security? Sharing in the kingdom of God is all about transformation and a 

willingness to trust in GOD as the place of our security. “You lack one thing,” 

Jesus tells the rich guy in the text. And while he doesn’t name the one thing 

as a trust, the man is told he needs to sell everything because currently, his 

security is found, not in God, but in his possessions.   

 “Who then can be saved?!” the disciples cry out. Who can live a kingdom 

life? Who can share with God in this life-giving reality? How can I even take 



   

the first step?! Jesus answers the disciples, and us, by saying, “For mortals it 

is impossible, but for God ALL things are possible.”   

 It’s perhaps the most important message for our lives. The man comes 

and asks Jesus what he must do to gain eternal life. But the message in 

return isn’t really about an action he, or we, must take. It’s about a spirit of 

TRUST we must have within us; because, for some, our wealth may be what 

keeps us from trusting God. For others, it may be our possessions that keep 

us from remembering God’s provision in our lives. For yet others, the thing 

that keeps us from trusting fully in God may be an addiction, or unhealthy 

patterns of relationship, or a spirit of hard-heartedness, or an unwillingness 

to really see and hear the other in our midst. Some of us will find that our 

pride prevents us from taking a bold step of faith. For others it may be a 

spirit of complacency, or self-doubt, or guilt that prevents us from really 

trusting that God has something so much better in mind for us and for 

others.   

 “Then WHO can be SAVED?!” the disciples exclaimed. And Jesus 

responded with a word of HOPE. You don’t have to do anything on your own 

… that first step … GOD will make it possible … you just have to trust.   

 “All you have to do is lean forward,” my tandem master said. He was 

right, of course. All I needed to do was trust. So, I did. I leaned forward, just 

the slightest amount. The first 60 seconds after the FIRST BOLD STEP … 

those can be the scariest … it can feel like everything is falling away. But the 

reality is the view after you take that step … it’s breathtakingly beautiful.  

Trust God enough to take the first step and it’s FREEING … and LIFE-

GIVING … and you’ll find that there’s courage and strength enough to 

sustain you … because, for God, ALL things are possible. Amen.   

  

   


