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By Pastor Kris Androsky 

 

Mark 8: 27-38 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on 
the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they 
answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of 
the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to 
tell anyone about him. 
 
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed and after three days rise again. 32He said all of this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking 
at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan? For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of my and of my words in the adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.”  
 

 When I was in high school, I spent a summer abroad, living in Tokyo, 

Japan. Six weeks of complete cultural immersion, living with a family and 

learning as much as possible about the people and the country. My host 

family was AMAZING and they were intentional about taking me to special 

places – Shinto and Buddhist temples, open markets, even the obligatory trip 

to Tokyo Disneyland! Whenever we were out traveling, there was an 

interesting ritual that would take place between strangers. If you were 
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visiting a temple and overheard what sounded to be native English speakers, 

there was a conversation that would unfold to help situate the strangers.   

 Hello! Hello, how are you today? Good, how about you? Great! So, where 

are you from? The United States, you? Yeah, me too! Where in the U.S.? 

Wisconsin …(often followed by a puzzled look, so I would clarify) … between 

Chicago and Canada. OH, Ok! I’m from New York … or California … or 

Louisiana … you get the idea …. On a RARE occasion, I ran into someone 

FROM Wisconsin. And the ritual went even deeper. What city are you from? 

Do you know so and so? How long are you here for? How has the trip been for 

you? Etc., etc., etc.   

 We have a similar ritual here when we’re meeting new people. Names 

are exchanged. Where we live, what we do for a living, whether we’re married 

or have children, where we grew up, etc., etc., etc. Strangers turn into 

acquaintances as we get to know the person a little better. Sometimes, we 

develop stronger relationships with the acquaintances as we begin to 

understand their values, their behaviors, their vision for where their lives are 

going. With time, we may create friendships as we determine whether 

someone is trustworthy or not, whether they have integrity, and how they 

treat people. Yet, even after years and years of knowing someone well, we can 

never know EVERYTHING about a person.  We may be best friends, or even 

life partners, for decades … and yet, there is still more to know and new 

insights to be gained.   

 In today’s scripture reading, the writer of the Gospel of Mark lays out 

an interaction between Jesus and the disciples that takes place after they 

have been traveling together for a significant amount of time. And we know, 

when you travel with someone, it’s an opportunity to REALLY get to know 

them! Jesus begins by asking the disciples what they have heard other people 

say about him. It’s a relatively easy question. They begin reporting the buzz 
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they have heard among the crowds they have traveled through. People are 

thinking he’s a reincarnation of John the Baptist or Elijah, or that he’s a 

prophet, like any variety of prophets throughout the history of God’s chosen 

people. The responses aren’t far off the mark as so much of what Jesus has 

been doing in his preaching, teaching and healing resemble many of the great 

prophets of Israel.   

Given all the time they have spent together leading up to this moment, 

Jesus pushes them deeper into the conversation, “Ok, but who do YOU say 

that I am?” Peter, the one who often speaks first, is quick to chime in, “You 

are the MESSIAH.” It’s actually a bit of an odd assertion to make. It doesn’t 

seem to be based in their shared experiences or their relationship up to this 

point.   

See, the title “Messiah” in Hebrew, or “Christ” in Greek, was associated 

in the Jewish tradition with an anointed king, a royal figure of the line of 

David, expected to come and free Israel from their Gentile oppressors. WE, 

today, associate Messiah with JESUS, specifically, but the people of the time 

would not have done so. As a matter of fact, there were probably many 

different ideas of what, exactly, the Messiah would do. That said, biblical 

scholar N.T. Wright says that there were some pretty clear expectations. A 

Messiah would: 1) Rebuild or cleanse the temple, 2) Defeat the political power 

of the enemies oppressing Israel, especially Rome, 3) Bring about God’s 

justice.   

Nothing in Jesus’ career, up to this point, has given ANY indication 

that Jesus has political ambitions or is claiming a royal status. Jesus has not 

made any claim to be, or to want to be, the Messiah, and he has shown no 

sign that he is going to take on the Romans.   

It's hard to know what Peter was thinking at the time. Was he hoping 

that Jesus was going to step up his political game once they entered 
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Jerusalem? Was he hoping that he would be the head of Jesus’ army when 

they started to recruit more to the rank and file? Was he hoping that they 

were going to take on the Romans themselves?   

Jesus, upon being identified as the Messiah, immediately launches into 

an explanation of what’s to come in his role as Messiah – and it CLEARLY 

doesn’t fit with Peter’s expectations. Rejection, suffering, death … it doesn’t 

sound much like a royal king, a strong leader of armies, or even much of 

“restorer of justice.” Peter quickly takes him aside and lectures him.     

It seems like Peter is caught in a serious case of TUNNEL VISION.  

There was a study done in Minnesota during the Second World War. 36 

conscientious objectors participated in a “Starvation Study” to help determine 

how to treat victims of famine at the end of the war. The test subjects had 

their food intake drastically reduced. One might think, that given their 

inability to eat, they would want distractions from thinking about how 

hungry they were. One might think that they would want to think about 

anything other than the food they couldn’t have. But, what the researchers 

found was quite the opposite. Knowing that they couldn’t have food, the test 

subjects thought of nothing BUT food. They DAYDREAMED with one 

another about opening restaurants and the kinds of meals they would serve.  

They spoke, at length and in great detail, about the food they were thinking 

about and imagining in front of themselves. They developed a form of 

TUNNEL VISION, where they could think of nothing but what they were 

lacking.    

The same seems to be true for Peter.  He’s been traveling with Jesus, 

following him around for some time, and while the word is spreading about 

Jesus, Peter has this idea of what the Messiah is to do … and he sees that 

there is, in their current configuration, a significant lack of the political and 
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military might needed to fulfill his vision. While he’s not thinking of opening 

restaurants, he IS thinking of building armies and taking on the Romans!   

So, when Jesus begins to talk about suffering and death, it does NOT 

jive with Peter’s tunnel vision of what is to come. The Starvation Study 

showed that when you realize that something important is missing in your 

life, your brain starts to focus on that thing. When you’re REALLY 

DESPERATE for something, you can focus ONLY on that and nothing else.  

“Come on, Jesus, stop talking like that! Let’s go, we have armies to build, 

Romans to conquer!” Peter is stuck in tunnel vision and he cannot see the 

bigger picture that shows what the Kingdom of God REALLY looks like.   

The experience of Peter serves as an alert, and perhaps, as a warning, 

for us. He has the right title, but he’s allowed his own interests to define 

God’s work on earth. It’s a temptation we have, too. All of a sudden we 

realize, in our understanding of God, God seems to dislike all the same people 

we dislike. Our stance on issues magically matches God’s stance on every 

issue … even though we’re aware that there are people of faith with 

diametrically opposed views. We want to make God into our own image, 

molded by our own beliefs. 

Of course, we bring our humanity to our relationship with Jesus. We 

see him as one who will support our human wants and desires. We see him as 

one who sustains the values we want to see take root in our society. We see 

him as one who will enable us to become what we want to become.   

But Jesus’ word to Peter suggests that Peter can and MUST gain 

another perspective as he sets his mind on divine things. In our relationship 

with Jesus, there is the PROMISE and the HOPE that somehow the divine 

perspective on who we are and what we are to be about, will break through 

our human understanding. In Jesus, God gives us a way to see and live 

DIFFERENTLY than the ways of the world around us. We are given the 
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ability to move beyond our own tunnel vision and into a far more expansive 

understanding of the gospel good news.   

Peter had begun to tune out the message of Jesus, because it didn’t fit 

with his vision of what should happen. It’s a bit like, oh, I don’t know, those 

who turned off the game last Sunday at halftime when we were down 20-0, 

with Rodgers in the locker room. I mean, I’m not saying Rodgers is the 

Messiah … but it was a good reminder that we need to avoid tuning out when 

things don’t fit our preconceived ideas!    

Jesus tells Peter, and us, that we have to keep our minds and hearts 

open, not to our own human vision of things, but to God’s LARGER vision.  

Our tendency is to continually make the circle smaller … to get caught in a 

tunnel vision that puts more and more people on the outside of the circle of 

those we care for and love. But, if nothing else, EVERY interaction with 

Jesus, EVERY interaction with the gospel, every TEACHING, every 

HEALING … seeks to challenge our tunnel vision of scarcity thinking and 

human assumptions. Every interaction with Jesus is to expand our circle of 

care wider and wider … to the ends of the earth.   

Maybe our prayer should be that we don’t tune out at halftime, that we 

don’t get caught with tunnel vision and that we remain open to expanding 

our circle of community ever wider, as Christ calls us. May it be so, amen. 


