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A Listening Heart 

August 19, 2018 

By Pastor Kris Androsky 

1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14 
2:10Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. 
11The time that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven 
years in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12So Solomon sat on 
the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly established. 
 

3:3Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, 
he sacrificed and offered incense at the high places. 4The king went to Gibeon 
to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer 
a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 
6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant 
my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for 
him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his 
throne today. 7And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in 
place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how 
to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom 
you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your 
people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your 
great people? 
 

10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or 
riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. 
Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before 
you and no one like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also what you have 
not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare 
with you. 14If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.” 
 

 I know this will probably come as a surprise, coming from a pastor who 

has magenta hair and tattoos, but if you ever ask my mom, she will tell you, 

when I was young, I was a RULE FOLLOWER.  For example … my Grandma 



  2

Betty had a really big coffee table set up under the picture window in her 

living room. My grandma and grandpa had raised five boys in that house and 

as you can imagine, it made for really big family gatherings … and a lot of 

family photos. So, sitting on the huge coffee table, right there in the living 

room, at eye level for little ones learning to stand up and walk and grab 

things … were ALL of these pretty, shiny picture frames! My mom will tell 

you, that when I was little, being a typical first born child … a rule follower 

… whenever I would reach for one of those picture frames, she could simply 

put on her mom voice and say, “Krissy, no touch!” I would immediately pull 

my hand back and start crying because I had been scolded.   

 Four years later, along comes my brother, a rebellious, whirlwind of a 

child, whose nickname, to give you an idea, was “Tom the Bomb.” Tommy, 

upon seeing all of those picture frames on grandma’s coffee table, would reach 

for the pretty frames and after hearing the mom voice scolding him, would 

quietly watch my mom as he continued to reach for the picture he wanted.  

My poor parents were in for a rude awakening when my brother turned out 

NOT to be the RULE FOLLOWER that I was … and my poor brother, like so 

many younger siblings, had to grow up being compared to his older sister, 

who, while a rule follower, probably lost out on a lot of fun adventures 

because she followed too many rules!   

 In today’s text, we find Solomon, son of King David, in this difficult 

position of being compared to his father at every turn. While King David was 

greatly loved by the people, he was FAR from a perfect king. He had amassed 

a huge amount of wealth for himself, often by taking the best of other people’s 

belongings for his own gain. He was admired for his strength and leadership 

and yet, there’s a whole lot of shady-character going on with his interactions 

with Bathsheba and then the murder of her husband and others with him in 
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order to cover up his own immoral actions. King David, while ruling God’s 

people, committed many horrible acts.   

 And when he did, he was often convicted on his own accord, and he 

would repent and ask God’s forgiveness. Psalm 51 is one of the Psalms often 

attributed to David and we get a sense of his inner turmoil when we read it, 

“Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love! Wipe away my 

wrongdoings according to your great compassion! Wash me completely clean 

of my guilt; purify me from my sin! Because I know my wrongdoings, my sin 

is always right in front of me. I’ve sinned against you – you alone. I’ve 

committed evil in your sight.” David is so focused on himself that he’s 

UNABLE to see the ripples of harm caused by his actions. For him to believe 

that he has ONLY sinned against God … and not against the many who were 

harmed by his actions … well, it’s selfish and short-sighted.   

 Now, David has died, and his son Solomon has taken the throne.  

Solomon is being compared to his father and he’s is feeling pretty threatened 

by the legacy of his dad. What our assigned text skips over today in Chapter 

2, is that initially, Solomon seems to be going down the same path as his 

father. Chapter 2 is an accounting of the violence Solomon perpetuates 

against those who would challenge his legitimacy as a ruler and his kingship 

over the nation. Solomon, in being compared to his father, is feeling the need 

to PROVE himself as someone EVEN MORE ruthless than his dad.   

 But then, we get to the core of today’s text. Solomon encounters God in 

a dream. And his encounter with God causes a change in him. While David 

had modeled for Solomon a kingship that was INWARD focused, Solomon 

appears to make a shift OUTWARD. We’re able to listen in on his 

conversation with God. God appears and offers Solomon WHATEVER HE 

ASKS. “Give your servant an UNDERSTANDING MIND to govern your 

people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your 



  4

great people?” I want to read Solomon’s request to you again, this time from 

The Message, “Here’s what I want,” says Solomon, “Give me a GOD-

LISTENING HEART so I can lead your people well, discerning the difference 

between good and evil. For who on their own is capable of leading your 

glorious people?”   

Here is where we see the difference between David and his son, 

Solomon. While David is focused inward on his own personal cycle of sinning, 

feeling guilty, repenting and asking forgiveness, and then sinning again, 

feeling guilty and repenting … over and over again without change … 

Solomon, asks for a God-listening heart … so he can lead the people well …  

David’s requests of God are personal. Solomon’s request of God is communal 

and transformative.    

Walter Brueggemann says that the key phrase in this text is the one 

that gets translated “an understanding mind” or a “listening heart.” The 

word is ‘shem’ – hear or listen. “It’s remarkable,” Brueggemann says, “that 

the phrase is not ‘to SPEAK justice’ or ‘to DO justice’ but instead to ‘HEAR 

justice.’”   

King Solomon is known throughout scripture for the WISDOM he 

embodies. But it’s not a personal wisdom … it’s a communal wisdom.  

Solomon asks for a listening heart, able to hear justice for the benefit of God’s 

people.   

This was as unusual of a request during Solomon’s lifetime as it is 

today. We live in a world where we’re encouraged to focus on our own, 

individualized desires and dreams. We’ve become so ingrained in our 

individualism that we’ve created technology that learns our likes and desires 

and then caters what we see on the screens in front of us, or what streams 

through the speakers around us, to our customized likes and dislikes. It 

means we have the ABILITY today to go all day long without having to see, 
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hear or interact with people and things and media that we don’t like or that 

challenges us to think and hear differently. 

But that isn’t what a “God-Listening Heart” is about. And it isn’t how 

we’re going to “hear justice” in a way that TRANSFORMS our community 

and world.  Many of you attended the meet and greet sessions that the 

Servant Leadership Team organized over the past six weeks in order to help 

me get to know the congregation, and for you to have the opportunity to get to 

know me in greater ways. One of the things that we talked about in those 

listening sessions was the mission statement of the United Methodist 

Church. Our mission is “to make disciples for the transformation of the 

world.” Friends, we don’t accomplish that if we’re too busy or too insular to 

have God-listening hearts seeking to hear justice for the whole community.   

It is so incredibly difficult to give up our certainties, our positions, our 

beliefs, our explanations.  These are the things that define us and lie at the 

heart of who we are. Yet, I believe that we succeed in changing this world 

ONLY if we have the courage to have listening hearts. We don’t have to give 

up what we believe … but we need to be curious about what someone else 

believes. When we have listening hearts, we listen with less judgment … and 

that is how we hear justice … because, truthfully, it isn’t our differences that 

divide us, brothers and sisters, it’s our JUDGEMENTS about each other that 

do.   

Solomon encounters God in a dream and it changes his perspective from 

one that is focused inward to one that is focused on communal wellbeing. His 

request for wisdom isn’t for himself … it’s for his community. This week, as I 

wrestled with this text, I sat at the end of each day in the sanctuary and 

lifted up Solomon’s prayer for us. “Here I am, God, set down in the middle of 

the people you’ve chosen, a great people. Give me a God-listening heart so I 

can lead your people well, discerning the difference between good and evil.  
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For who, on their own, is capable of leading your glorious people?” Church, I 

believe that we are called … that we are set down in the middle of the people 

in Elm Grove and our surrounding communities. I believe we are called to 

make disciples for the transformation of the world. And I believe we can 

ONLY do that when we seek God-listening hearts willing to hear justice into 

reality.   

Perhaps our prayer is like Solomon’s, “Here we are, God, set down in 

the middle of Elm Grove, in the middle of this community you’ve chosen.  

Give US God-listening hearts, that WE can lead your people well, hearing 

justice into existence. For who, on their own, is capable of leading your great 

people and of transforming the world?” Amen.   


