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Peter’s Defense 

April 29, 2018 

By Pastor John Wells 

 
Acts 4:5-14 
 5The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 
6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who 
were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in 
their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people 
and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to 
someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it 
be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus[d] is 

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
    it has become the cornerstone.’[e] 

 12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 13Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they 
were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed and recognized them 
as companions of Jesus. 14When they saw the man who had been cured 
standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition.  
 
  The story for this morning takes place after the resurrection; after 

Jesus spent forty days teaching his disciples about all of those things that 

they had heard but never quite understood. This takes place after Pentecost 

when the Holy Spirit came down upon the followers of Jesus and filled them 

with power (and confidence) to go out and talk to people about who Jesus was 

and what Jesus had done to transform the world.  

  This was (in fact) what Peter and John were doing leading up to the 

text for this morning. They were telling people about the resurrection of 

Jesus and it made some people so upset that they were arrested and thrown 

in jail overnight. Our story picks up (as it says) on “the next day.” 
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  What the resurrection and Pentecost had done for these men was give 

them a confidence that no matter where they went AND no matter who they 

had to talk to that God would provide for them. They became single parts of a 

much bigger movement; single voices for a much bigger message and there 

were (even at that time) thousands of people who would be thinking about 

them and praying for them as they stood up to testify to the living Jesus. This 

is the way it is supposed to be EVEN in congregations like ours. We are 

supposed to be SO connected to the ministry that we are doing together and 

SO invested in each other that we continually lift each other up in prayer. 

The work of the church cannot be done unless and until it is supported and 

surrounded by prayer. This means that even if you’ve never been much of a 

prayer before you need to become a prayer now. 

Somebody's Prayin' 
Somebody's prayin, I can feel it.  

Somebody's prayin' for me 
Mighty hands are guiding me  

to protect me from what I can't see 
Lord I believe, Lord I believe, somebody's prayin', for me. 

Angels are watchin', I can feel it.  
Angels are watchin' over me 

There's many miles ahead 'til I get home  
still I'm safely kept before your throne 
'Cause Lord I believe, Lord I believe, 

 your angels are watchin' over me. 

Well, I've walked through barren wilderness 
 where my pillow was a stone 

And I've been through the darkest caverns, 
 where no light had ever shown. 

Still I went on 'cause there was someone 
 who was down on their knees 

And Lord I thank you for those people, 
 prayin' all this time for me. 
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Somebody's prayin, I can feel it. 
 Somebody's prayin' for me 

Mighty hands are guiding me 
 to protect me from what I can't see 

Lord I believe, Lord I believe, somebody's prayin', for me. 
somebody's prayin', for me. 

  We should have this same confidence. 

  One of the things that we seem to forget is that Easter is supposed to be 

more than just an event we participate in. Easter is meant to be the 

celebration of a transformational moment in our lives. We are expected to 

meet the living Jesus. If all we do is gather to talk about Jesus, then we have 

missed the entire point. It is our encounter with the risen Jesus that should 

be changing the very core of who we are. Then as individual followers of 

Jesus we are adopted by grace into a great family of faith and we take on an 

obligation to care for each other, support each other, pray for each other and 

work together to do the work that Jesus has given us all to do; go out and 

make disciples. Change the world. 

  IN ORDER TO GO AND DO WHAT JESUS COMMANDED (like Peter 

and John in our text for this morning) WE HAVE TO HAVE A SENSE THAT 

we are never alone. We are being supported by prayer but we are also 

confident that Jesus IS WITH US IN EVERYTHING we do and say. 

He Was There All The Time 
Time after time I went searching for peace in some void 
I was trying to blame all my ills on this world I was in 

Surface relationships used me ‘til I was done in 
And all the while someone was begging to free me from sin 

He was there all the time. He was there all the time 
Waiting patiently in line. He was there all the time 

Never again will I look for a fake rainbow's end 
Now that I have the answer my life is just starting to rhyme 

Sharing each new day with Him is a cup of fresh life 
And oh what I missed, he's been waiting right there all the time 
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He was there all the time. He was there all the time 
Waiting patiently in line. He was there all the time 

  And the message we testify to is all about grace. Grace (from the Greek 

word “charis” meaning free gift) is just that; the free gift of God that 

transforms our lives and then works through us to transform the world.  

  It is through the working of God’s grace that we find forgiveness for our 

brokenness to sin and hope for our future. 

  Then when we have experienced our new life in our relationship to 

Christ we find God’s grace providing for us as we go out into our ordinary 

lives and try to talk to our families and our friends about the change that 

Jesus has been working in us. This is what Peter and John were doing. They 

were living out grace filled lives. The bottom line is that we are entirely 

recipients of God’s unending love. 

Grace Flows Down 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound.  

Amazing love, now flowing down 
From hands and feet that were nailed to the tree  

as grace flows down and covers me 

It covers me. It covers me. 
It covers me and covers me 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound. 
 Amazing love, now flowing down 

From hands and feet that were nailed to the tree  
as grace flows down and covers me 

It covers me. It covers me. 
It covers me and covers me 

  The only thing that we need to do to be the recipients of this grace IS to 

TRUST the one who offers it. I know that most of us hear this message and 

we assume that it doesn’t ask anything of us. BUT that’s because we have 

been fooled into believing that because God loves us that we don’t have to 

respond in anyway.  
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  The reality is that in order for us to be recipients of this amazing grace 

we have to be willing to trust in the one who offers it. We have to be willing to 

believe that God has done for us something we cannot do for ourselves and 

that he is able then to impart into our lives that transformational love that 

reshapes our hearts. I know that it sometimes sounds like faith requires 

nothing from us but the reality is THAT TRUSTING REQUIRES 

EVERYTHING. 

  There needs to be an intellectual assent to this spiritual reality. Like at 

the last supper when Jesus lifted up the cup and said, “This is the new 

covenant in my blood.” He was saying that there was a new agreement 

between God and his people but he was also saying that those disciples (and 

all disciples) need to sign on to this covenant. This is what Jesus was saying 

when he told his disciples to “drink.” The act of drinking from the cup has 

always been meant to mean that we have decided to be participants in this 

new covenant; we have decided to be followers of Jesus and allow Jesus to 

direct who and what we are every day. 

  This is why being a follower of Jesus can never be simply something we 

do. It has to be something that we ARE; something that Jesus is 

transforming us in to. 

  At some point, what we talk about in here needs to find its home in our 

hearts because all of the wonderful things that we talk about being part of 

the Christian life are only wonderful if we have experienced them for 

ourselves. This is not faith in theory. This is faith in reality and the good 

news is that anyone (and everyone) can experience this relationship to Jesus 

that provides us with new life.  

  From time to time Jesus said, “let those who have ears hear!” and 

this is what has to happen first, we need to put everything else we have 
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always believed about “church” and “Christianity” aside for a moment and 

then reach out to the living Jesus and listen. 

  Once you hear the sweet whisper of Jesus it will change your life. 

Listen for the Whisper 
When the storm is raging and the heart is sad, 

Listen for the whispers of Jesus; 
Surely you will hear them and they’ll make you glad, 

Listen for the whispers of Jesus. 

Listen! Listen! 
Listen for the whispers of Jesus! 

Surely you will hear them and they’ll make you glad. 
Listen for the whispers of Jesus! 

 
He Ransomed Me 

There’s a sweet and blessed story 
Of the Christ who came from glory, 

Just to rescue me from sin and misery; 
He in loving-kindness sought me, 

And from sin and shame hath brought me, 
Hallelujah! Jesus ransomed me. 

Hallelujah, what a Savior! 
Who can take a poor, lost sinner, 

Lift them from the miry clay and set them free! 
(Hallelujah!) I will ever tell the story, 

Shouting glory, glory, glory, 
Hallelujah! Jesus ransomed me. 

From the depth of sin and sadness 
To the heights of joy and gladness 

Jesus lifted me, in mercy full and free; 
With His precious blood He bought me, 
When I knew Him not, He sought me, 
And in love divine He ransomed me. 

Hallelujah, what a Savior! 
Who can take a poor, lost sinner, 

Lift them from the miry clay and set them free! 
(Hallelujah!) I will ever tell the story, 

Shouting glory, glory, glory, 
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Hallelujah! Jesus ransomed me. 

From the throne of heav’nly glory— 
Oh, the sweet and blessed story!— 

Jesus came to lift the lost in sin and woe 
Into liberty all-glorious, 

Trophies of His grace victorious, 
Evermore rejoicing here below. 

Hallelujah, what a Savior! 
Who can take a poor, lost sinner, 

Lift them from the miry clay and set them free! 
(Hallelujah!) I will ever tell the story, 

Shouting glory, glory, glory, 
Hallelujah! Jesus ransomed me. 

 


