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Unity in Christ: One Body, Many Members 

April 22, 2018 

By Lay Speaker Amy Celikay 

 
1 Corinthians 12: 4-27 

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through 
the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, 
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 
individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in 
the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free – and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member, but of many. 15If the 
foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that 
would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the 
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell 
be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each of them, as he 
chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, 
there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 
have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honorable 
we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated 
with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need 
this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the 
inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the 
members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, 
all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with 
it. 

27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
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 Good morning. I would like to start today with a brief prayer. Lord, we 

know that you are present with us. Open our hearts and our minds to your 

word and truth. May the words I speak help us to grow in unity with each 

other and with you. I ask this in Jesus name. Amen  

My name is Amy Celikay and I want to thank Pastor John for this 

opportunity today.  I began attending Community this past July after my 

family moved here from the suburbs of Philadelphia for my husband’s new 

job.  About three years ago, I felt a call to professional ministry and began on 

the pathway of becoming a licensed local pastor.  My husband Ray and I have 

two boys, Teddy is 9 and Ben is 7.  As we were getting settled in our new 

place in Brookfield, I was looking for a church home that was a good fit for 

my family.  I feel abundantly blessed to have found you because not only is 

this a good fit for my family, Pastor John and Pastor Karen have provided 

wonderful guidance and support on transferring the candidacy work I have 

already done and continuing on my journey here. So, I was very honored, 

excited, and a little nervous when John asked if I would be interested in 

preaching today. I have served the church in many ways throughout my life, 

but lay speaking was not one of them until just last year. Pastor John said a 

few weeks ago that he is counting down the number of sermons he has before 

he retires. I am on the opposite end of the spectrum and still counting up how 

many sermons I have delivered.  So, please be patient with me today, this is 

only the fourth message I have preached.       

To begin, I would like to share a story from nature that I think is a good 

model of what Paul was talking about in the lesson.  On the screen is a 

picture of a native wild orchid called the small yellow lady slipper.  You can 

find this flower in many temperate forests throughout North America, 

including here in Wisconsin. The story of this flower, and of most wild 
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orchids, is more complex than you might expect. I learned about these flowers 

when I taught in the education department of the Smithsonian 

Environmental Research Center, called SERC. SERC is a part of the same 

Smithsonian Institution as the well-known museums in Washington D.C., 

but its mission is environmental research and education. It is located in 

Edgewater, MD, a small town 25 miles east of Washington D.C on the banks 

of the Chesapeake Bay. Did you know that wild orchids live on every 

continent of the planet, except Antarctica?  They have tremendous diversity 

with over 200 different species in North America alone. Charles Darwin was 

fascinated by orchids and said that if all the seeds that orchids released grew 

into a flower, the entire planet would be covered with only these plants. But, 

most orchid species are rare, threatened, or endangered. And this is because 

of their unique life cycle. Orchids need a very specific community of 

microscopic organisms in the soil to grow. If the right combination of species 

is not in the soil, the seed will die. Dr. Melissa McCormick at SERC, who 

provided this picture, said in a lecture last May that orchids have complex 

life histories, are completely dependent on many different individuals, and 

are intimately connected to their surrounding environment.  She described 

them as the “canary in the coal mine” for forests. When the forest community 

is disrupted these plants will be the first to disappear. Dr. McCormick’s 

statements struck a chord with me. This beautiful orchid is more than just 

one simple plant. It is a result of several interactions and relationships 

within the many different species in the soil. There is much more going on in 

this picture than we realize at first glance. I think that you can say the same 

thing about the church. Churches have complex life histories, are completely 

dependent on many different individuals, and are intimately connected to 

their surroundings; similar to the orchids in a forest. I would argue that they 

also act as the “canary in the coal mine” for our society. What do you see 
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when you look at our church building? What do you see from where you are 

sitting?  We’ll come back to these questions in a few minutes.   

As I prepared for today’s message, I wondered if Paul had similar 

thoughts about the church in Corinth. His letters indicate that he saw many 

things, good and bad, occurring in the church. In the section that we read 

today, I think we can assume that the church in Corinth had an abundance of 

spiritual gifts, but the church faltered in using these gifts wisely. Verse 4 

states “Now, there are a variety of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, 

but it is the same God who activates all of them to everyone.” Paul is calling 

the members of the church to stop comparing their individual gifts and 

activities with each other and remember who they are serving. God created 

us as individuals, each with a unique set of gifts and graces. He designed us 

to live with others in a community, not as isolated individuals. We are not 

meant to be alone. God himself is a community. In the book of Genesis, the 

language for God is plural. Genesis chapter 3 verse 22 states “And the LORD 

God said, ‘The man has now become like one of us.’”  The Old Testament 

hints at the plurality of God and the New Testament clarifies this plurality 

with the doctrine of the Trinity. He is the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. It is difficult, maybe even impossible to fully understand how this 

works, but God has given us enough information to know that He does exist 

in three Persons. Going back to Corinthians, Paul saw their comparisons 

with each other as a cause of their troubles. When the church began, they 

strived to live closely in community with each other. The book of Acts speaks 

about this specifically.  But obviously, this community based on self-less love 

became more self-centered. I don’t mean to judge the people of Corinth, but I 

can see how this shift occurred. It is a part of our human nature. Ever since 

Adam and Eve, sin became part of being human. We are going to be tempted, 
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distracted, and separated from God and each other, both intentionally and 

unintentionally.   

Jesus spoke of this often with his disciples and emphasized the 

importance of staying in one spirit with Jesus. Jesus said to them in John 15 

“Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. Those 

who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you 

can do nothing.” It is vitally important for us to stay in constant relationship 

with Jesus. We do that by spending time in the word, prayer, and loving 

others. But Jesus was also concerned about his disciples being in unity with 

each other. A little further in John 17, Jesus offers a departing prayer. It is a 

prayer of communion, consecration, and commissioning. Jesus prays, “I ask 

not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me 

through their word, that they may be one. As you, Father are in me and I am 

in you, they may also be in us, so that the world may believe that you sent 

me.” This prayer touched me deeply. Jesus is praying specifically for his 

disciples, but also for all of us who come after them. That includes you and 

me and everyone else in this world. He wants us to be one, just as he and the 

Father are one. We are commissioned to be in community with each other 

because this is how the world will know Jesus. Paul knew this. And I believe 

it is part of why the first letter to the Corinthians speaks so strongly on the 

importance of working together in one spirit even with all the diversity of 

gifts that the people brought to the church. This diversity is a good thing. 

Paul embraces the importance of the many different types of gifts. He uses 

the analogy of the body in verse 12 to emphasize this. “12For just as the body 

is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many are one body, so it is with Christ.” Each body part has an important 

function. When each part is fulfilling its purpose, the body functions well. 



6 
 

There is harmony. But when one of the parts is not fulfilling its purpose, the 

body begins to suffer.  If the church is one body, then we as the individual 

members have a responsibility to use our God given talents in harmony with 

each other.   

But what are our individual gifts? The answer to this question is more 

complicated than we would like to admit. It takes a lot of thought and 

discipline to discern the gifts God has given you. Thankfully, God knows our 

hearts and leads us in the use of our talents. The evidence of God leading us 

becomes more obvious when we are in a close relationship with Him.  

However, as we grow and go through different life experiences, our gifts may 

change. And you may find that God has equipped you with gifts that you 

never expected to possess. For example, as a child, I really liked science. 

Somewhere around seventh grade, I had a dream of becoming a dolphin 

trainer. Then in high school, I really wanted to be a marine biologist and that 

was my goal as I was applying to college. It was in college that I realized that, 

as much as I loved the ocean and all the aquatic critters, I also loved working 

with people. And I felt passionate about sharing science with others. That is 

how I became a biology teacher. I enjoyed being a teacher and those 7 years 

were very important to the person I am today. But if you asked me when I 

was teaching at SERC if I ever thought I would be preaching, I would have 

said “no way.” And yet, here I am. Of course there are many details that I am 

skipping over here. But my point is that even if we feel that we answered this 

question about gifts once, as long as we are alive, God is working in us and 

developing our gifts. It is our responsibility to stay close with God and explore 

what he has given us throughout our lives. 

  Going back to Paul, he continues that even though all these gifts are 

not equal, they are all necessary for the body to function. This suggests to me 

that when we are living out the purpose that God gave us, whatever that 
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purpose is, we encourage and strengthen each other in our own individual 

journeys. The church community is strengthened when we serve together 

inside and outside of the church. At the end of this section of scripture, Paul 

writes “... But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the 

inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the 

members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, 

all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with 

it. 27Now YOU are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” This 

brings us back to the call to be in one Spirit. We are the body of Christ. We 

are His hands and feet, His smile and His heart, His ears and His voice. We 

are the point where Christ and the world intersect. Each one of us is a point 

where Christ can reveal His power. When the church members are connected 

as one in His Spirit that power grows even stronger.  

A few minutes ago, I asked what you saw when you looked at the 

picture of Community United Methodist Church. What do you see from where 

you are sitting? Do you like what you see? Do you see a connected Christ-

centered community? As you think about the answers to these questions, talk 

to Jesus. Pray for our church community and the gifts that you possess. And 

finally, let us join our prayers together so we can glorify God and change the 

world. Amen. 


