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Jesus Has Awesome Power 

February 4, 2018 

By Pastor John Wells 

 
Mark 1:21-28: The Man with an Unclean Spirit 
21They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. 22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and 
crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they 
kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! 
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his 
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
  Before I made a real commitment to follow Jesus I spent a significant 

amount of time studying what is generally referred to as “The Occult;” 

demonology, witchcraft and the supernatural. 

  When I decided to give my life to Jesus, I also decided to spend time re-

examining all of those things that I had been so fascinated with before I came 

to faith. I wanted to look again at what I had learned but this time from the 

new perspective of faith in Jesus. This means that I spent even more time 

reading and studying about the supernatural and in particular demon 

possession because there are a number of stories in the New Testament (like 

the one we read for today) that are centered around Jesus casting out 

demons. 

  In my early ministry, some of my colleagues knew about my interest in 

this area. So when I was ordained an Elder, they gave me a t-shirt as a gift 

that had printed on the front of it, “Exorcisms Are My Thing.” I think they 
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thought it was funny … I thought it was funny too SO I wore that t-shirt 

under my robe at my ordination. 

  But, because I had expressed an interest in those sorts of things, there 

was an occasion where I was asked by a friend to help him with a person 

whom he believed may have been demon possessed. 

  I really don’t want to go into all of the details of that encounter here 

because I don’t really have time to adequately lay out all of the specifics of 

that event. AND frankly, I have always been somewhat afraid to share this 

story because I didn’t want it to come off as if I was just trying to get 

attention by telling some sensationalized tale. I have also assumed that 

stories like this one make people sound just a bit crazy and that’s not a good 

strategy for winning friends and influencing people. 

  So, I will summarize that day (and the events of that day) as being 

“very interesting” (VERY interesting). AND I would want you to hear that 

having been through that particular experience, I have become even more 

fascinated with stories like the one that we read for this morning: JESUS 

was confronting a man WITH AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT. 

  I get the sense that most preachers shy away from these kinds of stories 

because they really don’t know where to go with them. AND to be honest, I 

also thought strongly about picking another topic for this morning. But I 

decided that I shouldn’t walk away from difficult passages simply because 

they are difficult. So, what I’m asking you to do today is to wrestle with what 

this passage from the Gospel of Mark might have to teach us. AND to wrestle 

with the possibility that the world you live in is far more spiritually 

complicated than you might have thought. 

  I understand how difficult it is, in our culture, to step forward and say 

that you believe in the kind of spiritual reality that is represented here. After 
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all we have all been raised to believe that there is no such thing as the 

supernatural AND that when confronted with events like this one that we 

need to look for a more natural kind of explanation. This means that we have 

a tendency to walk into these stories (right off the bat) as “non-believers” and 

we start the conversation with the assumption that what is described here 

obviously couldn’t have taken place. So we are forced to believe that either 

this story never really happened at all (it was all made up) which means that 

what we are reading is a lie (or at best a myth) OR we have to believe that 

the person recording the story didn’t understand what was actually 

happening and turned something natural into something supernatural. 

  Working from this angle many assume that when these first century 

people were confronted with conditions like epilepsy or hysteria or multiple 

personality disorder that they interpreted them as the work of demons. This 

assumes that the people we are dealing with here were truly “primitives” who 

weren’t enlightened enough to make these kinds of distinctions. One problem 

with that assumption is that there are places in the New Testament where 

epilepsy and demon possession are listed as distinctly different conditions. 

So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all 
the sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, 

demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them.  
Matthew 4:24 

  According to the biblical story, Jesus healed epileptics, and he also cast 

out demons. The two conditions were not synonymous and the people of the 

first century were sophisticated enough to understand the distinction. 

  So, NO MATTER WHAT we personally THINK was happening in 

Capernaum (DEMONIC POSSESSION OR SOME misdiagnosed MALADY), 

what the Bible tells us is that JESUS was able to SET THIS PERSON FREE 

FROM their particular “dis-ease.” Jesus set this person free and the PEOPLE 
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standing around watching Jesus perform this miracle were forced TO DEAL 

WITH WHAT they had just seen.  

  Jesus was demonstrating that he was either master over A SPIRITUAL 

REALITY THAT was active BEHIND the surface of this person’s life OR that 

Jesus was the master of this person’s disease. OR both of those things AND 

either way Jesus was doing something that had (up until that time) been 

reserved for God alone. 

  One of the unspoken messages in this passage is that casting out 

demons and healing people’s diseases was something that ONLY God could 

do which means that what Jesus was saying without saying a word was that 

he was God. 

They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority!”  

Mark 1:27 

  So, as we read through this story we find ourselves right where the 

people of Capernaum were. They had been allowed to witness something that 

they thought was “unbelievable” and they were being forced to decide if they 

were going to accept what they had seen and then ACT ON IT OR IF THEY 

WERE GOING TO come up with an alternative explanation that allowed 

them to dismiss the whole thing and simply walk away. 

  We might assume that some of the people who were gathered there on 

that day changed their opinion of Jesus and became “believers” but obviously 

not everyone did which I think speaks to an amazing capacity THEY HAD 

(AND WE have) for not seeing what it right in front of THEM. AND an even 

more amazing capacity that THEY HAD (AND we have) for rationalizing 

away things that challenge us to SEE THE WORLD DIFFERENTLY OR 

THREATEN US WITH THE POSSIBILITY THAT OUR LIVES NEED TO 

change. 
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  LIKE THE PEOPLE OF CAPERNAUM, WE HAVE TO DECIDE IF WE 

ARE GOING TO BELIEVE OR WALK AWAY. 

  BUT WE TO UNDERSTAND THAT the journey of faith BEGINS when 

we recognize that Jesus is able to do amazing things.  

  Once we recognize that Jesus is not limited to the ordinary, then WE 

might DECIDE that we can trust him to shape our lives and direct our daily 

living. AND once we’ve taken that step of faith and we begin to allow him to 

shape us and direct us, then we begin to follow. AND once we begin to follow, 

we discover that JESUS CHANGES US; inside and outside (heart, soul and 

mind); this is the Good News that we are supposed to embrace and then tell 

our friends about. 

  SO, what this means is that if you want your life to be different 

than it is right now OR if you want to be set free from something that 

has control over of your heart or your soul. If you want to be free from 

your burden of sin; if you want to be free to help make a difference in 

the world then JESUS IS THE GUY who can make that change. You just 

have to ask him. 

  For those of us who already have this hope within us, we need to 

understand that this is why it is so important that we live out our faith every 

day. People need to see that Jesus is able to do amazing things (IN US) and 

that BECAUSE he IS ALIVE AND AT WORK IN OUR LIVES, HE 

GENERATES REAL LOVE AND AN intense loyalty from his followers. Our 

lives are either a testimony to the power of Jesus OR a statement to our 

friends and families that we don’t really believe. 

  So, I hope you understand that what WE ARE doing here IS FAR 

MORE THAN simply ENGAGING IN a spiritual lecture. We are having a 

conversation about a Jesus who is able to do far more amazing things then 
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we might have suspected; far more than what we learned about in Sunday 

school. And that he is able to offer us new and transformed lives and that it is 

our transformed lives that drive this ministry (and any ministry) forward. We 

should all be striving to find ways to live out our passion for Jesus because 

Jesus is doing “amazing” things in us. 

  The text says that, 

They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this?”  

Mark 1:27 

  Today I want you to go away from this place “amazed” and I want you 

to go home asking yourself, “What is this?” “Who is this Jesus who … 

… commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him? 
Mark 1:27 

  Today I would want you to allow Jesus to open your eyes to a new life; a 

life filled with personal peace, moral strength and a passion to help Jesus 

usher in GOD’S Kingdom. 

  We started this conversation with an example of the “unbelievable.” 

BUT I’m hoping that YOU WILL LEAVE here believing and WILLING TO 

SAY (as the Apostle Paul said),  

— we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one 
who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also ….  

2 Corinthians 4:13-14 


