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God Wants Us to Believe in Jesus 

January 14, 2018 

By Pastor John Wells 

   
Mark 1:4-11 
 4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than 
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.” 
 

The Baptism of Jesus 
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw 
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

For the Glory of the Lord 
For the Glory of the Lord we have been created 
Living text of written Word, mercy demonstrated 
We are made a channel where His grace is poured 
 Witness of Salvation for the Glory of the Lord, 

For the Glory of the Lord 

For the Glory of the Lord willingly, we suffer 
Laid upon this Holy Cross dying with our Brother 

His Divine Fulfillment Our complete reward 
 Crucified rejoicing for the Glory of the Lord 

For the Glory of the Lord 

For the Glory of the Lord we advance united 
Following Christ's blazing sword His Dominion sighted 

All that has been taken, it shall be restored 
 This eternal anthem for the Glory of the Lord 

For the Glory of the Lord; For the Glory of the Lord 
For the Glory of the Lord 
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  In this brief passage from the Gospel of Mark there are three different 

(but related) things happening that are each ultimately FOR THE GLORY 

OF THE LORD. Each of these three things can also teach us something 

about how we might live into our relationship with God which means that 

each of these things is critically important to us as followers of Jesus. 

  The first thing here is what has always been referred to as THE 

BAPTISM OF JOHN. This was an appeal by John TO THE JEWS to come 

and be baptized as a way of declaring their willingness to turn away from 

their sin and also an indication of their desire to truly belong to God. This is 

at the heart of what baptism means for us today as well. 

  I understand that there has been a tendency for us to think of baptism 

as a sort of magic spell that transforms us from sinners into saints. At the 

very least, we have thought of baptism as a religious rite that somehow 

makes us better in the eyes of God. Both of those images are wrong. 

  What I am always trying to help young parents understand is that God 

loves them AND their babies and that nothing can ever change that; not even 

baptism. What we all need to understand is that as we go through the 

baptismal ceremony there are a number of commitments we make to TRAIN 

up our children, teach them about Jesus and SHOW them how genuine faith 

is meant to be lived every day. We make a commitment to involve them in the 

worshipping community. We make a commitment to teach them about prayer 

and Bible study and service. 

  What is supposed to be happening when we bring our children to be 

baptized is that we are coming because we love Jesus and we are bringing our 

children to the front of the church because we want them ALSO to learn to 

love Jesus. In every baptismal ceremony, EVERYONE who IS gathered in 

that space takes on this same responsibility. All of us pledge our lives to 
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learning and growing in the faith and to teaching our children about 

following Jesus. 

  This means that our baptisms today are still about an understanding 

that we come into the world as broken creatures and that our God has invited 

us to be made new; washed clean. We come to be baptized (and we bring our 

babies to be baptized) because, like in John’s call to the people of Israel, we 

want to truly belong to God. The waters of baptism don’t make us belong to 

him. Baptism is our affirmation that we recognize that God has invited us to 

belong to him and we have decided to respond to that invitation.  

  When we talk about John’s baptism in particular, there were a couple of 

things that made what he was doing unusual for his particular time. The first 

thing was that the Jews didn’t normally “baptize” people. There were specific 

ceremonies in which “THINGS” were ritualistically cleansed so that they 

could be set aside FOR GOD’S service. So you might (for example) take a 

bowl that you had been using in your home and ritualistically clean it and 

pray over it and declare it to be used for God’s service BUT this wasn’t 

something that was generally done with people. Converts to the Jewish faith 

would have to go through a ritualistic washing but the people of Israel never 

did except in very specific situations. 

  There were particular ceremonies that were used to cleanse individuals 

if they were planning on taking a special religious vow (like the vow of a 

Nazarite). AND, there was a very specific process set aside for the 

CLEANSING OF THE HIGH PRIEST BEFORE HE ENTERED THE HOLY 

OF HOLIES in the temple. BUT what John was doing would have been 

perceived as a bit odd and maybe even as an insult to these Jewish people 

BECAUSE ONE OF THE THINGS THAT JOHN WAS IMPLYING WAS 

THAT THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL did not belong to God just because they 
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were descendants of Abraham and that in fact, they might be considered not 

people at all but as “THINGS” that NEEDED TO BE TRANSFORMED INTO 

SOMETHING OF VALUE. 

  The common denominator in all of these examples of ritualistic 

cleansing was that the person or thing that was made clean was then “set 

aside” for God’s use. They were (by definition) being made holy. 

  So, John was saying to these people who had always prided themselves 

on being God’s chosen people that they weren’t truly God’s chosen simply 

because of their heredity; BUT THAT they were God’s chosen ONLY by faith 

and therefore they needed to CONFESS THEIR SINS and TRUST in God. 

They had to be willing to give their entire lives to “the glory of the Lord.” 

  Now if we translate this teaching into our world today what we 

might hear is that we don’t belong to God simply because we belong to the 

CHURCH. We decide to belong to the church BECAUSE we belong to God. 

We tend to view the whole thing backwards. Our commitment here should 

always be a response to what God has already done in our hearts. 

  This would mean that at some point in our lives we need to have a 

“John the Baptist” kind of moment when we hear the voice of God calling out 

to us and we respond by repenting of our sin, turning away from our old lives, 

trusting God with all that we have and allowing him to SET us ASIDE for 

His service. At some point (like those in John’s audience) WE HAVE TO 

decide to BELONG TO GOD. Belong … to … God. 

  This brings us to the second piece of our story; THE BAPTISM OF 

JESUS. 

  When Jesus came to John at the Jordan River, we understand that he 

didn’t have to come to repent of his sin BUT he did come to ACKNOWLEDGE 

THAT HE WAS also being SET ASIDE FOR GOD’S PURPOSES. Jesus’ 
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baptism was THE official BEGINNING OF HIS MINISTRY to the world and 

THIS IS an important teaching moment for all of us as well. 

  When we decide to be baptized (or come to that place when we accept 

our baptism for ourselves) this should be THE BEGINNING OF our 

commitment to MINISTRY. This is why baptism is such a big deal. It’s not 

that moment when God decides to love us, it is that moment when we decide 

to love God and then willingly give everything we have to the work of serving 

Jesus in the world. This is why I have said from time to time that when I ask 

for people to step forward and take on various ministry tasks that I assume 

that you have already said, “you can count on me” and you are just trying to 

clarify where you can best give your life. Obviously some of us have missed 

this point. 

  The other thing that we often fail to understand is that what we need to 

give first (before we give anything else) is our heart. We can’t just BREAK 

ministry DOWN into “TASKS” AND “FUNCTIONS.” Real and effective 

ministry is accomplished by people who have love in their hearts and a real 

passion for helping people find a new life in Christ. REAL ministry (changing 

the world) begins when we FIRST GIVE OURSELVES to Jesus AND THEN 

LEAN ON THE HOLY SPIRIT TO WORK THROUGH US “for the glory of 

the Lord.” 

  The last thing I want you to recognize from this morning’s 

conversation is something that John said about Jesus. He said, 

“… he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

  Now, I’ve known for some time that most people have very little 

understanding about the person and work of the Holy Spirit. Many of you 

have been schooled in churches that have (for whatever reason) shied away 
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from the name of Jesus and have mostly ignored conversations about the 

Holy Spirit altogether.  

  When I was a child, people in church often referred to the Holy Spirit by 

using the term “Holy Ghost” (which is a King James-ism) and they never 

really explained it; so I grew up hearing that phrase and picturing “Casper 

the friendly ghost” in my head. He was the only ghost I knew AND I never 

understood how Casper was supposed to change my life. He wasn’t even that 

scary. 

  So, let me give you the “Cliff’s Note” version of Holy Spirit theology. It 

might read something like this: 

 The Holy Spirit is God. 

  Not a thing but a person. The Holy Spirit is not God’s servant but God 

himself at work in and around the lives of his people. 

The Holy Spirit is meant to take up residence in our lives. 

 Just as Jesus said,  

“Abide in me as I abide in you.” John 15:4  

  This is not a philosophy; this is a relationship. And it isn’t something 

that you can keep at a distance. Our God came to live among us AND live in 

us AND transform us so that we could be a small part of the transformation 

of the world. Jesus went on to say, 

 “I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”  

John 15:5 

  The Holy Spirit then empowers us to do His work in the world. 

  John the Baptist understood that Jesus’ manifestation and his work in 

the world was only the beginning of something transformational. He 

understood that what Jesus would do is prepare us to open our lives up to 

God’s presence in us and that he would eventually come to live in us and 
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work his work through us. Like a vine and branches, we would be the 

extension of the work that Jesus started. 

  After the resurrection, the Bible says that Jesus spent forty days with 

his disciples teaching them all of the things that they had missed in their 

time with him. After forty days Jesus said that he was going to leave them 

BUT he said that he wouldn’t leave them alone.  

 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.” John 14:18 

  He said that the Holy Spirit would come and take up residence in them 

and work through them to help change the world. 

 “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have  

said to you.” John 14:26 

  So they were told to wait and they waited for ten days until the day of 

PENTECOST. And it says that on that day, the room that they were meeting 

in was filled with the “rush of a mighty wind” and that “tongues of fire” came 

down and landed on their heads AND they were then empowered to go out 

and tell people about Jesus. Once the Holy Spirit had taken up residence in 

their lives, they didn’t sit down and take a survey of how they should respond 

to this new thing OR call together a committee to decide what they needed to 

do with this Holy Spirit’s power and they didn’t spend any time arguing 

about who would make ministry happen. When the Holy Spirit came it filled 

them with a GREAT DESIRE to share what they had experienced and along 

with that the power to get it done.  

  It says that in that moment they were given a gift that allowed them to 

communicate with people from foreign countries. They were empowered to 

take the passion that had filled their hearts and make it practical. They 

began to talk about Jesus. 
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  So, when John said to the people who came to be baptized that “he” 

(Jesus) would baptize them with the Holy Spirit and fire he meant that they 

would experience a passion for God that they had not experienced before and 

that they would find power from God to be his servants (his children) in the 

world. They were going to be SET ASIDE for God’s service. The Holy Spirit’s 

presence in their lives was going to make them HOLY. 

  This is what should be happening in our lives as well. When we ask you 

to REMEMBER YOUR BAPTISM, we are not asking you to recall a 

particular date on the calendar. We are asking you to remember that moment 

when you were SET ASIDE for God’s service; that moment when you opened 

your heart to God’s passion and power and you gave your life to serving him 

in the world. As baptized followers of Jesus, you are supposed to be giving 

your entire life FOR THE GLORY OF THE LORD and if you are not, then 

you still have a spiritual need that must be addressed; you have a spiritual 

emptiness that needs to be filled. 

  When we pause to remember the baptism that John administered, we 

are remembering that we are Holy Spirit driven people. We are meant to be 

Holy Spirit driven people. 

  So, how do we get there? Just the same way John said it; by coming, by 

confessing and by surrendering our lives to God’s control. We are coming to 

Jesus (not coming to the church) AND confessing to Jesus (not to someone 

else) AND surrendering to Jesus. That’s when we truly belonging to God. 

This is what we all need to do. Today. 


