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Jesus Is Worthy of Our Worship 

January 7, 2018 

By Pastor John Wells 

   
Matthew 2:1-12 - The Visit of the Wise Men 
 2:1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 
to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: 

6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 
 
 
  This song is a bit unusual for Epiphany because it is, as you know, a 

picture of a little boy at the stable on the night that Jesus was born. 

Epiphany (which is what we are celebrating this morning) is the end of the 

Christmas season and the celebration of the coming of the wise men to visit 

the baby Jesus, which most likely took place a year or two after Jesus was 

born. So, in a theological sense, I am backing up BUT I’m hoping that this 



 

2 

will make a bit more sense in just a few minutes. If not, hopefully you will 

still enjoy “The Little Drummer Boy.” 

THE LITTLE DRUMMER BOY 
Come they told me, pa rum pum pum pum  

A new born King to see, pa rum pum pum pum  
Our finest gifts we bring, pa rum pum pum pum 

To lay before the King, pa rum pum pum pum,  
rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum, 
So to honor Him, pa rum pum pum pum,  

When we come.  

Little Baby, pa rum pum pum pum  
I am a poor boy too, pa rum pum pum pum  

I have no gift to bring, pa rum pum pum pum  
That's fit to give the King, pa rum pum pum pum,  

rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum,  
Shall I play for you, pa rum pum pum pum,  

On my drum?  

Mary nodded, pa rum pum pum pum  
The ox and lamb kept time, pa rum pum pum pum  
I played my drum for Him, pa rum pum pum pum  

I played my best for Him, pa rum pum pum pum,  
rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum,  

Then He smiled at me, pa rum pum pum pum  
Me and my drum.  

  Now, the text for this Epiphany morning says, 

… wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 

  The word translated “wise men” in the Greek is “magos” (μάγος). The 

plural would be “magoi” or “magi” and it means “a sorcerer” or “a magician.” 

The Magi were part of a sacred Persian caste who were acquainted with the 

beliefs of the ancient Jews. They were always considered to be “wise men” 

because they studied the stars and the movement of the heavens. They were 

supposed to understand signs and dreams which means that this group of 

people were always being sought out by various kings to interpret and advise 

the king on critical decisions. 
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  The title “kings” (as in the song “We Three Kings”) was mostly a 

product of the middle ages. Believers in that period of time preferred to think 

of these visitors as royalty. After all they were bringing royal gifts and the 

picture of Kings bowing before the King of Kings played really well. 

  No matter what their royal status was they were obviously people of 

“means.” The gifts that they brought to honor the newborn king were 

extremely valuable. They weren’t the kinds of gifts that ordinary people 

would be able to afford. Along with that, a trip like this would have been an 

expensive undertaking. And no matter how many pictures you’ve seen of 

three lone men on camels wandering over a sand dune, the reality would 

have been that this would have been a rather large entourage. You didn’t 

travel the distance they traveled carrying those kinds of gifts without being 

accompanied by a small army and armed guards would need to be paid as 

well. 

  There are a couple of important lessons from this picture that we 

wouldn’t want to miss. First, this Messiah wasn’t just for the uninformed. 

These men would have been a part of the intellectual cream of the crop. They 

weren’t part of the ignorant masses. So, when you hear that phrase, “Wise 

men still seek him” it says something important that we need to hear. 

Believing in Jesus is not anti-intellectual. We have created an artificial 

divide between science and religion that is a relatively new phenomenon. In 

fact, the church was always the center of scientific study; they were the ones 

who were the most interested in understanding God’s great creation. AND as 

an extension of that, most of the great universities in the world were started 

by the church. 

  The other important thing that we might glean from this picture is the 

fact that following Jesus is not simply for the poor. As you know, the first 
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people to hear about the birth of Jesus were shepherds and shepherds were 

about as common as you could get in that particular culture. BUT the fact 

that Jesus was visited by the “magi” suggests that being a believer has 

nothing to do with economic status. Jesus did often make the point that the 

“rich” would have a hard time embracing the faith BECAUSE they would 

have a harder time trusting God with all of their resources. The “magi” 

represent people who had wealth but who hadn’t allowed their wealth to 

become a barrier to their expression of faith. 

  The text says that these “wise men” came from the east to pay him 

“homage.” 

… have come to pay him homage. 

  The word translated here as “homage” is the Greek word 

“proskuneó” (προσκυνέω) which literally means “to kiss the ground while 

prostrate before a superior.” It’s the word we translate into English as 

“worship;” “to fall down on one’s knees." So when you hear the chorus from 

the song, “O Holy Night” that says, “fall on your knees” you could take it as a 

reference to the action of these “magi” who came to worship Jesus; AND a 

strong suggestion that the only appropriate response to the coming of 

Emmanuel (the birth of Jesus) is to worship him. 

  Having said that, I believe that one of the things that is hardest for us 

to accept is this foundational understanding that WORSHIP IS 

SURRENDER. We cannot truly worship God until we have been willing to 

lay everything we possess at the feet of Jesus and allow him to be LORD over 

all of it. If there is anything in our lives that we are unwilling to surrender; 

anything at all that we are unwilling to give to Jesus that single thing 

becomes our God. 



 

5 

  The other (related) piece of this conversation is the understanding that 

in order for us to truly worship we have to offer something of value; AND 

something that reflects the status of the person being “adored.”  

  WHAT WE GIVE SAYS SOMETHING ABOUT OUR LOVE AND OUR 

willingness to TRUST. 

  One of the things that we often miss in our everyday living is that 

“value” is really determined by the person who gives it not by the person who 

receives it. AND we should all understand how this works. 

  If I make a million dollars a year and I give one hundred dollars to 

someone that 100-dollar gift might seem like a lot to the person receiving it 

but it would have very little real meaning because it has very little meaning 

to me. If (on the other hand) I make a hundred dollars a year and I give a 

hundred dollars away that is a much more significant gift. 

  I hope you understand that there was no little drummer boy at the 

stable on that first Christmas (I just wanted to make sure you knew) but, a 

song like the “Little Drummer Boy” paints a picture of a gift that may have 

had greater value than the gold, frankincense and myrrh that were brought 

to the Christ child by the magi. 

  In order for our faith to be real to US is has to be expressed in practical 

terms. If what we say we believe is nothing more than an intellectual 

exercise, then our belief has no meaning. Both faith and love have to be 

expressed in our SURRENDER. The life of faith must always be 

EXPRESSED IN PRACTICAL TERMS 

  So, that brings us to today and the question will always be, “What are 

you willing to give because you love Jesus?” “What are you willing to give 

because you recognize that Jesus deserves to be worshipped?” “What will you 

do tomorrow because you’ve made this decision today?” 
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  Every year we talk about New Year resolutions and most of the time we 

aren’t really serious about them. We understand that some things need to 

change BUT we aren’t willing to give what it really takes to make our lives 

new. 

  This year decide to give your life to Jesus. 

Our finest gifts we bring, 
To lay before the King, 

So to honor Him, 
When we come.  


