
 

1 

Jesus’ Birth Is Something to Celebrate 

December 24, 2017 

By Pastor John Wells 

 
Luke 2:1-20 - The Birth of Jesus 
 2:1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
 

The Shepherds and the Angels 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
 14  

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
 



 

2 

  Julie and I have been sorting through all of the Christmas related 

ornaments and display pieces that we have picked up over the forty years of 

our marriage and we have been trying to determine what things we want to 

keep, what things we want our children to take ownership of and what things 

will be disposed of (either thrown away or donated to some organization). 

This is part of that process you would call “downsizing.” 

  Now some of the things that we’ve acquired were gifts from people 

(frankly) we don’t even remember anymore. Most of them are very nice but 

we don’t really have any sentimental attachment to them. The kids might 

want some of them because they’ve seen them displayed over the years BUT 

I’ve gotten the clear impression that our children are not nearly as 

sentimental about some of these things as I am. We’ll see. 

  As we were pouring through boxes I noticed on one of our shelves a 

little cardboard box with a plaster-of-Paris nativity set that my mother 

bought at the “Ben Franklin Five and Dime” back in 1951. 

  It’s not the “nicest” nativity set we own; we have others that are more 

detailed, that have a better finish and have better coloring. It was never 

worth a lot of money. The price on the box says $2.19, so this little boxed set 

was cheap EVEN when my mother FIRST purchased it. BUT this particular 

water colored nativity set was displayed on a blanket of cotton batting on top 

of our television set every year from before I was born until my mother moved 

into the nursing home in 2014. 

  The reality is that many of the Christmas pieces that we will gladly 

send off to the Salvation Army or to St. Vincent de Paul are more valuable (in 

a monetary sense) than this “plaster of Paris” nativity set. BUT this 

particular Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus along with their little cardboard 
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stable are more precious to me than a lot of other things that have been in 

our possession for the past forty years. 

  I’m assuming that you understand how this works. That cheap little 

nativity set is precious to me because of what it represents. It is a reminder 

to me of a time in my life when things were simpler and my entire birth 

family was together. In a roundabout way, those “plaster of Paris” figurines 

represent family and security and relationships. 

  Many times (maybe even most of the time) value is determined by how 

things are connected to people and how those particular people have touched 

our lives. Julie and I have that same experience as we decorate our 

Christmas tree each year. Every ornament has a story and every story 

involves people that we love. This is really what is at the heart of our 

Christmas celebrations. It is all about relationships AND this is what we 

gather to remember tonight.  

  THIS quiet night and the candlelight are all about RELATIONSHIPS. 

We are here to remember that God, in his mercy, decided to become one with 

us so that he could lead us out of our broken lives into a new future; into new 

lives filled with hope and forgiveness and peace. 

  We are here to remember that Christmas is not really about the music 

or the presents or even about those powerful family memories that tend to 

monopolize the season; Christmas is about a God who came to hold us close 

and to offer us a relationship that transforms the very core of who we are. 

Christmas is about seeing ourselves and our world through God’s eyes; about 

being transformed by the wonderful love of Jesus and about watching that 

transformation get played out in everything we say and do. 

  My hope for these moments is that none of us will go away from here 

the same as we were when we came. My hope is that all of us will go into the 
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rest of our Christmas celebration knowing that this Jesus (born as a baby 

and laid in a manger) is alive and here for us tonight. 

  We need to recognize that this celebration is ultimately NOT about a 

baby born in a barn. This celebration is about that baby, born in that stable 

in that moment because that Jesus is able to offer us a new life filled with 

hope and peace and joy. 

  A few years ago I mentioned that I was looking for the perfect gift for 

some of the members of my family and I came upon a website that was selling 

what they called “Captain Jules’s Useless Box” for $39.99 (and if you’re 

interested you can get it this year from thinkgeek.com for $29.99). When you 

flip the switch that turns on “Captain Jules’s Useless Box” a little “finger” 

shaped device slides out from under the cover and turns the box off. That’s all 

it does; it turns itself off; for $29.99. That’s truly $30 worth of uselessness.  

  Since then I’ve found that Amazon has a whole category of “useless 

gifts” which means that you can now buy a “jar of nothing” for $16.00 or a 

pair of “instant underpants” for $4.98. Just add water. And the list goes on. 

  So, I began to ponder what kind of world we live in that would need an 

entire category of “useless gifts” AND I began to ask myself, “are we really 

that empty?” and the answer is probably, “Yes.” 

  And then I began to think about all of those people I have run into in 

my life who are trying really hard to celebrate a holiday that is built around 

family that they don’t have or presents that they can’t afford or parties that 

they are never invited to. For some people the holiday is less than “useless;” 

they might go so far as to use the word “painful.” 

  Our challenge, in what we do as the followers of Jesus, is to somehow 

communicate to a world that is fixated on “plaster of Paris” nativity sets OR 

on trying to find meaning (in what is often talked about as one of the most 
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meaningful days of the year) THAT the real wonder of Christmas is found in 

Jesus and that Jesus is more than just a character in a nativity set. Our task 

is to help our friends understand that Jesus came so we could know him and 

once we know him, we could learn to love him and once we love him we would 

realize that our lives have been made new; that he loved us first. 

  Christmas is not just for people who have “stuff;” in fact, Christmas is 

for people who have realized that even though their lives may be filled with 

“stuff” that they have nothing that really matters. Jesus came to give us a life 

that really matters AND that is what makes Christmas special. 

  To be honest with you, after 40 plus years of preaching this message I 

have become convinced that I’m not adequate for this task. I understand now 

that for some reason, I can’t say this well enough or passionately enough to 

get everybody to pay attention to the real gift of Christmas. Most people come 

on a Christmas Eve and as long as they get some candlelight and “O Holy 

Night” and maybe a little “Silent Night” then they’re satisfied. BUT I want 

more for you. I want each of you to open your heart to the living Jesus who is 

present in this place on this night. AND, I want each of you to leave this room 

with that unsettled sense that unless (and until) you let Jesus wrap his 

hands around your heart that you will not be satisfied. I want each of you to 

go back into your life (like the shepherds) with the impression that all of life 

is going to be different BECAUSE Jesus is alive and he lives in your heart. 

Ask him to live in your heart. 

  Let me say it one more time; when the shepherds heard the angel say, 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior which is Christ 

the Lord” they knew that God was doing a wondrous thing and it was going to 

change their world.  
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  Jesus came to save us from our brokenness to sin. Jesus came to save us 

from our selfishness and greed. Jesus came to save us from our emptiness 

and fear. Jesus came to save us and that is why we celebrate tonight BUT the 

celebration must not end here.  

  Take the promise of Christmas with you when you go. Ask Jesus to fill 

your heart with his peace. Take the promises of Jesus with you when you go. 

Be new people and then tell your friends that the world changed today. Offer 

them the gift of Christmas. 


