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Jesus Lives In Us 

December 17, 2017 

By Pastor John Wells 

   
John 1:1-14: The Word Became Flesh 
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of 
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
 

Here I Am to Worship 
Light of the world You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes, let me see  
Beauty that made this heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

Chorus: 
Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God. 
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

altogether wonderful to me 

King of all days oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in Heaven above 

Humbly You came to the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 

Chorus: 
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Bridge (sung 3 times): 
I'll never know how much it cost  

to see my sin upon that cross 

Chorus (sung twice): 

  I suspect that most of you have never heard this song before AND for 

those of you who have I assume that you probably haven’t associated it with 

Christmas. After all it doesn’t talk about a baby born in a manger. There are 

no references to shepherds or angels; no stable or starlight or candlelight; no 

sheep or cattle; no magi visitation. For many of us this song just doesn’t 

sound like Christmas.  

  BUT the reality is that this song might just be the most “Christmassy” 

song that you will hear this year. Let me explain what I mean. I want to start 

with the second verse. 

“King of all days oh so highly exalted. 
Glorious in heaven above. 

  The question would be, “Who is this ‘King of all days;’ the one we 

might describe as‘Glorious in heaven above?’” The answer should be fairly 

obvious. This would be the God that we talk about and sings our songs to and 

give our lives to every day; the one true God; the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob; “King of all days.” 

  Then the song says,  

“Humbly you came to the earth you created 
All for love’s sake became poor” 

  And this is the heart of the Christmas message; that in Jesus God 

became a human being. He left behind his majesty and became “poor” for us. 

The King of all creation humbled himself and stepped into this world to do on 

our behalf what we were incapable of doing for ourselves. 

  The text for this morning says: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  



 

3 

and the Word was God. John 1:1 

  The word in the Greek language that gets translated as “Word” (with a 

capital ‘W’) is the Greek word “Logos” (λόγος). In Greek, “the Logos is the 

expression of a thought.” It is the embodiment of an idea, the physical 

expression of the something that was simply a concept. So, what this phrase 

means is that the “Father” himself (the God of all creation) was being made 

real in Jesus. 

  John says that very thing in verse eighteen which we didn’t read for 

today but this is what it says, 

No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close  
to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. John 1:18 

 Jesus is the “logos” (the Word) of God; God in human form. 

 In theological language we call this “the incarnation.” God was becoming 

“incarnate” (present) for us in person of Jesus. 

  So the text goes on to say, 

He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
 through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

  This is just to emphasize again that it was creator God who came to be 

with us; who came to be like us; who came to save us from our brokenness to 

sin and who came to teach us to trust him again and to live out his love in the 

world. 

  So, Christmas is not just about a baby in a barn AND Christmas is not 

simply about the birth of God’s little boy. Christmas is about the 

“incarnation;” the physical presence of God in the world. Christmas is our 

‘logos’ moment. 

  This means then that Christmas can NEVER BE JUST A 

PLEASANTRY and should never be reduced to a series of childhood 

memories. The reality is that Christmas is not about family or personal good 
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will (those things may be a product of the celebration) but Christmas is really 

about the God of all creation stepping into our world. Christmas is about 

Jesus and every time we come to this moment in the year we need to wrestle 

with our traditions and wrestle with our cultural expectations and wrestle 

with our spiritual brokenness so that we don’t find ourselves dragged through 

the Christmas season and miss the amazing blessing that we should all be 

gathering to celebrate. 

  The song says, 

Light of the world you stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes,  

let me see beauty that made this heart adore You, 
Hope of a life spent with You 

  The text says, 

What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

  When Jesus came into our lives he came to enlighten us; to teach us to 

live as God’s children and as God’s servants in the world. Christmas is meant 

to be a recognition on our part of an amazing transformational moment in 

history. We are meant to gather here because we have had our eyes 

“opened” and we have begun to see the “beauty” of God’s presence and we 

have learned to “adore” this one who came to “enlighten” our lives. 

  I hope you understand that when it says that Jesus came to be the light 

of the world that it means he came to be a light in our souls; to illuminate 

our brokenness and to point out our weakness SO that we might turn to him 

and be healed. 

  Christmas is not about bright lights and pretty music. Christmas is 

about an understanding that God saw us in all of our spiritual filth and loved 

us anyway. He came to wash us clean and MAKE US NEW. 
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  The text says, 

But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of  

the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  This is the foundational hope of Christmas; that in Jesus we can become 

something better than we were. Jesus came to take our broken lives and 

make them new. This isn’t something that we can do for ourselves. We cannot 

do enough good things to make up for the spiritual brokenness in our lives. 

We cannot be pious enough to impress God with our own righteousness. God 

has offered us a great gift and everything about how we live our lives should 

be a response to what God has done for us. 

  To take it a step further; because the light has shone in our lives we 

should be WARRIORS AGAINST THE DARKNESS. We should want people 

to come to the light; to come to Jesus and be healed. More than anything else, 

we should want people to KNOW this Jesus who came to save us all.  

  This means that we should be spiritual risk takers. We should 

intentionally decide to go to places we have never been; to places that might 

put us out of our comfort zone, in order to reach people who have not heard 

about Jesus’ transforming love. We should intentionally decide to take on 

tasks that we feel unprepared to do because we understand that we serve a 

great God who is able to do through us things that we might never do on our 

own. AND, we have decided that God’s call upon our lives is far more 

important than our weakness and our fear and our pride. 

  The word “evangelism” means “Good News” and at Christmas time we 

have been given the opportunity to tell our friends the great Good News 

about an amazing God who has stepped into our world to make our lives 

complete. Don’t assume that just because people live in a nice house and 

drive a nice car that they have experienced forgiveness. Don’t make the 
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assumption that just because people look like us and they seem nice enough 

that they have somehow found the answer to that great spiritual emptiness 

that exists in all of our lives. 

  The bottom line is that everyone who has experienced the Good News of 

the incarnation in their lives should want to share this Good News with 

everyone they meet. 

  As the song says, THIS IS WHY we WORSHIP, THIS IS WHY we bow 

down. This is why we tell our friends that this “lovely,” “worthy,” and 

“wonderful” God has touched and transformed our lives. 

Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God. 

You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 
altogether wonderful to me 

  Once again, if all you see is a baby in a barn then you have missed the 

entire point. If all you’ve heard this morning is that we should all go out and 

drop some money in a red kettle or that we should buy a new coat for 

someone who is cold then you’ve missed the point. We SHOULD be 

contributing to the poor AND WE SHOULD care for the hungry and the 

homeless BUT those things should always be a response to the changes that 

the incarnate God is making in our hearts. 

  Christmas is meant to be far more than just another opportunity for a 

party and far more than a time for spreading good will. Christmas is meant 

to be the celebration of that moment when the living God came to save us 

AND “opened our eyes” and “let us see” how life is supposed to be lived. 

  I want you to sing the song with me (or listen to it) one more time but 

this time I want you to hear it as the most “Christmassy” song that you will 

hear this year.  
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Light of the world You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, let me see  

Beauty that made this heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 

Chorus: 
Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God. 
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

altogether wonderful to me 

King of all days oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in Heaven above 

Humbly You came to the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 

Chorus: 

Bridge (sung 3 times): 
I'll never know how much it cost  

to see my sin upon that cross 

Chorus (sung twice): 


