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Stewardship Video:  “Skinny on the Bible” 

  When we talk about stewardship we are talking about way more than 

just making a financial pledge. A “steward” is someone who is responsible for 

managing someone else’s property AND we believe that everything we are 

and everything we have belongs to God. We really OWN nothing. 

  One of the most important and precious tasks that we’ve been given is 

to manage the message. We are God’s primary voices in the world and we are 

supposed to be communicating the Good News by the way we live our lives 

BUT also through sharing the Word; the story of our faith with everyone we 

meet. This means that reading and studying the Bible is not an optional 

activity for us.  

  Somewhere we got the impression that Bible study is only for little 

children and for professionals. This is a huge misunderstanding of both our 

role as God’s children and as God’s servants in the world. We all need to 

dedicate ourselves to reading and understanding our story so we can share 

that story with the people around us. 

•We are responsible for mentoring our children. We are the primary 
influences on our children’s lives and if we don’t read the Bible they won’t 
read the Bible. If the story means nothing to us it will mean nothing to 
them. We can’t expect that we can run our kids through a Sunday School 
program and expect that they will learn to embrace the faith. 
Confirmation classes are not enough. We have to invest ourselves in 
learning our story and help our children know that our faith is precious to  
us. 

•We are supposed to be talking about the Good News with our 
neighbors and friends. The world is dying to hear words of hope and 
forgiveness and new life and we are meant to be the ones who 
communicate that message. When Jesus said, 

Go into all the world and preach the Gospel 



… he was talking to us as well. We need to make our commitment to the 
Gospel public and the only way that will happen is if we make our  
commitment to the story of our faith public. 

  In a more pragmatic sense; churches that are growing tend to be 

churches that are actively proclaiming the gospel to their community. You 

need to know your stuff. 

•The Bible is a guidebook for Christian living. It’s more than just a 
rule book with lots of boxes to check off. Reading the Bible connects us to 
the one who came to save us. It is hard (maybe even impossible) to have a 
vibrant and passionate relationship with Jesus if you don’t read and study  
the Bible. We all need a vibrant and passionate relationship with Jesus. 

  What this means is that all of us should make a commitment to learn 

from and grow into the Bible and that is why this is one of the commitments 

that we are including in this year’s stewardship conversation. Don’t miss 

this important point simply because we’ve never done it this way 

before. We are talking about living a transformed life and reading the 

Bible on a regular basis will change you. Don’t be afraid of the change. 

  If you don’t know where to start let me know because I just happen to 

have some experience in this area. There are a number of Bible studies 

already underway, including a number of adult Sunday School classes and 

small groups that would be happy to have new people show up. 

  When you receive your “pledge card” in the mail, you need to 

check the boxes that say, “Join or form a small group for learning and 

accountability” and “Be in worship at least 2 Sundays each month.” Now is 

the time to make a commitment to begin a new life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Genesis 13:1-18 - Abram and Lot Separate  
 13:1So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife, and all that he had, and 
Lot with him, into the Negeb. 
 2Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3He journeyed 
on by stages from the Negeb as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had 
been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4to the place where he had 
made an altar at the first; and there Abram called on the name of the LORD. 
5Now Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, 6so 
that the land could not support both of them living together; for their 
possessions were so great that they could not live together, 7and there was 
strife between the herders of Abram’s livestock and the herders of 
Lot’s livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites lived in the 
land. 
 8Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, and 
between your herders and my herders; for we are kindred. 9Is not the whole 
land before you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I 
will go to the right; or if you take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 
10Lot looked about him, and saw that the plain of the Jordan was well 
watered everywhere like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, in 
the direction of Zoar; this was before the LORD had destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 11So Lot chose for himself all the plain of the Jordan, and Lot 
journeyed eastward; thus they separated from each other. 12Abram settled 
in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the Plain and 
moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13Now the people of Sodom were wicked, 
great sinners against the LORD. 
 14The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Raise 
your eyes now, and look from the place where you are, northward 
and southward and eastward and westward; 15for all the land that 
you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 16I will make 
your offspring like the dust of the earth; so that if one can count the dust of 
the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17Rise up, walk through the 
length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 18So Abram 
moved his tent, and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at 
Hebron; and there he built an altar to the LORD. 
 
  In terms of the story of God’s people verses fourteen and fifteen might 

be the focal point of this particular passage. 

 14The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Raise 
your eyes now, and look from the place where you are, northward and 

southward and eastward and westward; 15for all the land that you  
see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 



  This is the moment when God outlined for Abraham the boundaries of 

his family’s home. This is the beginning of the people of Abraham becoming 

more than just a tribe of nomads. This declaration by God is part of the 

formation of a nation of people who would from that point forward be God’s 

living witnesses in the world. 

  This is a big deal because it gives Abraham’s family (the future nation 

of Israel) legitimacy and status which would both be necessary if they were 

going to truly be God’s voices and God’s people in the world. 

  But there’s another more pragmatic conversation we can have about 

this interaction between Abraham and his nephew, Lot. 

  You remember that when Abraham left Haran and traveled to the land 

of promise it says that he took with him his entire household and the 

household of his nephew, Lot. Now, as the story progresses, we see Abraham 

and his extended family settling down in their new home and they began to 

prosper which is a good thing. BUT as their herds grew, they began to crowd 

each other a bit and there were an increasing number of conflicts between the 

servants of Abraham and the servants of Lot. 

  This situation could have easily escalated into something much more 

complicated. So Abraham and Lot came to the conclusion that they had to 

work something out to minimize these domestic squabbles and make sure 

that they didn’t get out of hand.  

  At the risk of being a bit simplistic, what I think we have here is some 

common sense advice on how we might deal with conflict in our lives. 

  The first thing that we recognize is that Abraham and Lot TALK WITH 

EACH OTHER, 

Then Abram said to Lot … 

  This is not rocket science BUT it is always surprising to me how 

difficult this is for people. I think that many of us have a problem with being 



(what we perceive as) confrontational which means that it will always be 

easier to talk ABOUT someone else (or talk AROUND someone else) than it 

will be to talk TO someone else. 

  Churches are notorious for having “parking lot conversations” where we 

pull people aside whom we think will be naturally sympathetic to our point of 

view and we get them on our side. We aren’t really dealing with whatever 

issue we have raised. We are actually creating sides and setting ourselves up 

for a fight. 

  We might “think” we are dealing with the issue but in reality we are 

making it much more difficult. Many of us have been taught that the point is 

to WIN rather than to do what’s best and so we go all out to make sure we 

come out on top. 

  We are also seeing this approach all over the modern political 

landscape. Everyone talks about reaching across the aisle but the message is 

actually something like, “we would be happy to have you do what we want.” 

That’s not what we would call real conversation. 

  Years ago when I was appointed to the churches in Mosinee and 

Rothschild (Mosinee is just south of Wausau), I was serving on the District 

Committee on Ordained Ministry and we were responsible for shepherding 

two Hmong pastors who were serving two different Hmong congregations in 

Wausau.  

  Both of these pastors were serving small churches that were each 

dealing with cultural adjustments and language issues. AND both of their 

congregations were struggling to survive and to thrive in this foreign culture 

and so the natural question we asked of both of those local church pastors 

was “Why don’t you work together?” And the answer from both of them was 

exactly the same, they said, “If they want to come to our church and join us 

they would be perfectly welcome.” 



  What I learned in that setting is that “my way or the highway” thinking 

is not new and it’s not reserved for people who have lived in this country a 

long time. 

  Abraham and Lot were apparently willing to sit down with each other 

and talk to each other face-to-face. AND I think that one of the reasons they 

were able to do this simple thing was because they understood that they were 

family and they loved each other; 

 for we are kindred. 

  That doesn’t always work with the conflicts we find ourselves embroiled 

in at work or in other social settings, BUT it should work for us in the Church 

BECAUSE one of the cornerstones of who we are as people who belong to 

Jesus is the understanding that we are family. God is our Father and Christ 

is our brother and we should be striving to love one other. Jesus said it, 

 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.  
John 13:34-35 

  If we cannot love each other, then our message to the world has lost all 

of its legitimacy WHICH MAKES THIS A HUGE PROBLEM. 

  Consequently, this is why spending time together and finding ways to 

get to know each other better are both critical to who we are AND to what 

we are trying to accomplish as God’s servants. 

  The other very pragmatic downside to having sideline conversations is 

that people from the outside hear what we say (because these kinds of 

conversations never stay quiet). And they get the real impression that we are 

people who don’t like each other all that much and then they share that 

information with their other friends and all of them together decide that 

there is no way that they want to be connected to a group of people who don’t 

like each other and don’t know how to live out the love that they seem to talk 



about all the time. We do a disservice to the Church and we do a disservice to 

Jesus. AND one day, we will meet Jesus face-to-face and this will be part of 

the conversation. 

  Another thing that we see in the life of Abraham was the 

WILLINGNESS TO MAKE SACRIFICES. He said … 

If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right;  
or if you take the  right hand, then I will go to the left.” 

  He was letting Lot have first choice and this simple act was really the 

embodiment of the kind of sacrificial love that Jesus said all of us should 

strive to incorporate into our lives. 

No one has greater love than this,  
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. John 15:13 

  We should see this kind of sacrificial living in everything we do and 

say.  

  This willingness to see ourselves as LEAST and LAST has always been 

at the core of the teachings of Jesus. Humility is not just a trait we should 

expect to see in the lives of the “uber-religious” or the simple. Humility is 

something that all of us should be learning to practice BECAUSE we (above 

all other people in our world) should understand that we are nothing more 

than sinners saved by grace. We are not good enough; we are not smart 

enough and the only thing that is commendable about our lives is that they 

have been redeemed by the grace of God through our faith in Jesus. 

  The Apostle Paul tried to capture this same sentiment in his letter to 

the Philippians. Paul said, 

… I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered  

the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish,  
in order that I may gain Christ. Philippians 3:8 



  If everything has to be about me or for me then I have a huge spiritual 

problem. If everything has to be my way, then we will never be at peace; we 

will never serve Jesus. 

  AND … ultimately, WHATEVER WE DO we should do FOR THE 

GLORY OF GOD.  

So Abram moved his tent, and came and  
settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron;  

and there he built an altar to the LORD. 

  My living, my giving, my serving, my speaking should all be for the 

glory of God; AND if they are not, then I need to be ready to REPENT of that 

behavior and allow Jesus to teach me to love. 

 “Jesus, reduce me to love.” 

  As we pause to remember all of the saints who have come before us, it is 

important to remember that their lives can teach us a lot of things about how 

we should live as followers of Jesus. Abraham is one of those saints. 


