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We Can Count on God 

October 15, 2017 

By Pastor John Wells 

Genesis 7:1-16, 8:20-22 - The Great Flood 
 7:1Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your 
household, for I have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this 
generation. 2Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its 
mate; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; 
3and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep their 
kind alive on the face of all the earth. 4For in seven days I will send rain on 
the earth for forty days and forty nights; and every living thing that I have 
made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5And Noah did all that the 
LORD had commanded him. 
 6Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came on the 
earth. 7And Noah with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives went into the 
ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8Of clean animals, and of animals that 
are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the ground, 9two 
and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had 
commanded Noah. 10And after seven days the waters of the flood came on the 
earth. 
 11In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep 
burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 12The rain fell on 
the earth forty days and forty nights. 13On the very same day Noah with his 
sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his 
sons entered the ark, 14they and every wild animal of every kind, and all 
domestic animals of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth, and every bird of every kind—every bird, every winged creature. 
15They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there 
was the breath of life. 16And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, 
went in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him in. 
 
  8:20(After the waters receded) Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of 
every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the 
altar. 21And when the LORD smelled the pleasing odor, the LORD said in his 
heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of humankind, for the 
inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will I ever again 
destroy every living creature as I have done. 
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22As long as the earth endures, 
    seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night, 
    shall not cease.” 

 
  When I was a child in school I was taught that, when our first 

president, George Washington, was a boy he chopped down a cherry tree for 

no apparent reason BUT was then honest enough to admit to doing the 

chopping. I think we were supposed to hear the story and understand that 

our first president was an honest man; somebody worthy of our respect. 

  We were also told in school that when Abraham Lincoln was a boy he 

would lie down in front of the fireplace at night and read books by firelight. I 

think we were supposed to picture Lincoln as a man who (although he was 

mostly self-educated) was committed to learning. He was a wise man; a 

learned man and therefore worthy of our respect. 

  Now, since that time I have learned that neither of those stories was 

actually true BUT were created by people who had a great love for our 

country and crafted these stories specifically to teach the lessons they teach 

about honesty and wisdom. These are still lessons worth learning. 

  When I was in Sunday School, I always heard the story of Noah and the 

ark and as you know it is a story about a man who gave a lifetime laboring to 

build a huge boat so that he could preserve his family and representatives of 

the entire animal kingdom from a world changing flood. The pictures of the 

ark and the animals coming two by two have always been a pleasant memory 

for me of my time in Sunday School but I was never really sure what I was 

supposed to be learning from those pictures.  

  Now since that time, I’ve learned that the story of the flood is far more 

complex and fascinating than I first was led to believe. 



 

3 

  First, the story of the flood is a one that is shared by a number of 

different cultures and found in writings that are even older than the Old 

Testament. We find tales of a great cataclysmic flood on cuneiform tablets 

that are connected to people in Mesopotamia, people living along the Tigris 

and Euphrates Rivers; the people living around the Black Sea and even 

references as far away as India, the Aztecs in central Mexico and the Yellow 

River basin in ancient China.  

  Now, many of the specific details about why the flood happened and 

how big the boat was vary from culture to culture but all of the stories talk 

about a specific family that was saved from the flood by building a boat. 

  Unlike the stories about George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, the 

fact that many different and varied cultures share this particular story about 

a worldwide flood would suggest that it is based on some actual historical 

event. BUT the question we might want to ask would be, “What are we 

supposed to learn from this story?” 

  The followers of Yahweh were apparently dealing with the same basic 

information that everyone else was dealing with. The world was brought into 

being, something went wrong with creation and there was a need to start 

over. Except in the Hebrew version of the story they were reminding us that 

even when everything appeared to be broken beyond repair that their God 

was present for them in their hour of need. For the people of Israel their 

creator was also their redeemer; the one who saves them. 

  In a sense, the Hebrew people were setting the story straight. Other 

stories had no real reason for the flood or (in the case of The Epic of 

Gilgamesh) it was mostly a background piece in the story of Gilgamesh’s 

search for immortality. In one of the other stories (the Akkadian Epic of Atra-

Hasis), the flood was apparently brought about by one of the gods because the 
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people they had created were too noisy. I think it is possible that the Hebrew 

people thought that they needed to correct the record. 

  They wanted people to know that the story wasn’t just about people’s 

failures (which were apparent) BUT actually about God’s goodness and about 

his unending mercy and his willingness to be present for us in all of the 

challenges of life. Once again this is a story that is about God and his 

goodness and not so much about the details of this once in a lifetime flood. 

  So, what we have here is a story of brokenness and redemption which is 

why over the centuries that the church has been in existence many preachers 

and teachers have used the story of Noah’s ark and the great flood as a sort of 

parallel to the church today. The world around us may be filled with 

brokenness and hatred but the Church has become that ark of safety where 

anyone who comes can find support for their lives and hear words of hope and 

forgiveness. This is where lives are meant to be restored and in that sense, 

this is where the healing of the world begins. 

  In his book, “The Road to Character” author David Brooks says,  

“No person can achieve self-mastery on his or her own. Individual will, reason, 
compassion and character are not strong enough to consistently defeat 

selfishness, pride, greed and self-deception. Everybody needs redemptive  
assistance from outside--“ 

  And then he lists where that support might come from; family, friends, 

rules and traditions and institutions (like the Church) “and for believers, 

from God.” As followers of Jesus (as followers of the God of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob), we have come to believe that our sinfulness is real and that we 

need help from the living God and from other people who are on this journey 

with us in order to rise above the floods of life and eventually to become God’s 

faithful witnesses in the world. 
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  All we need to do is look around ourselves and we should recognize that 

things in our world have changed. There was a time when people thought of 

the Church as an important part of a well-rounded life and they would make 

it a priority to seek out a church home in whatever community they 

happened to be living in; but those days are gone.  

  We’ve been told for decades that 80% of people who eventually get 

connected to a congregation do so because they were first invited to come by a 

friend or a relative. As we look at the cultural changes that are taking place 

in our world, being invitational is more essential to what we do than ever 

before. By-in-large, people are not going to come hunting for us which means 

that we have to go hunting for them. 

  And then when people do get here, we have to do everything we can to 

connect their lives to our lives. This means that we have to develop and 

participate in programs that help people build relationships, experience 

forgiveness and find support for their lives. These are the kinds of things that 

happen in “small groups;” which means that each of us needs to seriously 

consider creating (and shepherding) a small group (that might meet in our 

own home) to be a safe haven for people who are looking for hope in the 

world. 

  In order for the Church to be that dynamic change agent in the lives of 

people (if we really want to change the world), one of the things that we ALL 

need to do is find ways to invite those people who are standing on the outside 

into our sphere of friends. There is no substitute for being invitational and we 

need to make this personal and need to begin to ask ourselves, “How am I 

doing?” “How many people have I invited to be a part of this life-changing 

family?” “How am I reaching out and inviting people to meet Jesus?” 
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  There is one more interesting side note to this account of Noah and his 

family. This event reaffirms a basic theological truth; that the brokenness 

that was being lived out in God’s good creation was not behavioral; it was 

innate; which means that even if you took all of the “bad” people away that 

sin wouldn’t go away with them. As we read through the rest of the story we 

understand that the brokenness that had effected the world was a part of 

Noah’s life and his children’s lives as well, which in turn meant that even 

though they were given the opportunity to step out into a world that was 

pristine (washed clean) it didn’t mean that sin was gone. Noah and his family 

carried the same brokenness in their lives that had affected the rest of 

creation. As soon as they left the ark, they began (like all of us) to live out of 

their sinfulness. You should read the rest of the story. 

  The Christian Church made that same mistake in the middle ages with 

the monastic movement. Disciplining our lives so we can live out our faith 

every day is a wonderful idea (in fact, it is the premise for “A Year of 

Discipleship” which is something I have been talking about for the past six 

weeks and which I am hoping everyone will commit to participating in for the 

2018 calendar year … and maybe forever), BUT in monasticism somebody got 

the great idea that if they could build walls around their lives to keep the 

“bad” people out that the “good” people would be able to live without he 

struggles of temptation and sin. The problem is that no matter how high you 

build the walls; sin comes inside with us. So, you can’t just wash sin away or 

block it off; it has to be healed which is why Jesus came; which is why people 

need to meet Jesus. 

  So, the real difference in the Church today is that we understand that 

we are called in HERE specifically so that we can GO OUT THERE. We come 

to this congregation to be lifted above the struggles of our lives for a brief 



 

7 

time but ultimately we know that we are called back into the morass to share 

with the broken world the hope that we have found in Jesus. This is the 

critical role that the congregation plays in our lives of faith. The “church” 

doesn’t DO the work; it PREPARES US to do the work. The Church isn’t the 

building; it is the people, which means that you really need to build 

relationships with these people because they are your support group for 

living a Christian life. 

  When we come to the bottom line, this is really supposed to be a 

conversation about the love and mercy of God; love and mercy that we are 

supposed to experience in our own lives and then be prepared to share. Like 

the Apostle Paul said, 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  

2 Corinthians 5:17 

  In Christ we have been redeemed to be a new creation and we are 

supposed to live out that newness every day. We are then supposed to 

communicate the mercy and forgiveness of our God through our lives AND all 

of us are called to make sure that this place is an invitation to new life. We 

are called to create an “ark of safety” for a lost world. 

  Back when I was in college (before I got into pastoral ministry), I signed 

up to help with the Senior High youth program at my home church and I was 

assisting a man named Paul Prindle. Paul was a wonderful mixture of 

whimsy and wisdom. He could relate to kids and he also had a deep well of 

kindness and compassion and street smarts. It was an interesting 

combination AND perfect for what we ended up doing. 

  We would have regular meetings that included Bible study and prayer 

and conversation about life and we began to reach out to a number of kids 

whose parents were not connected to the church in any way. In fact, we had 
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some parents who were telling their teenage children not to come to our 

meetings because they (the parents) didn’t understand all of this God talk 

and religion. I think in some ways the parent’s skepticism about what we 

were doing almost encouraged some of these teenagers to continuing coming. 

I think you understand that attitude. 

  These were not your typical “church” kids. Some of them were kids that 

lived along the margins of life. They smoked, they drank too much, they 

weren’t good students and their peer group tended to be made up of more 

kids who were living on the margins but somehow they got connected to us. 

  One winter night (around Christmas time), Paul and I came to help get 

things ready for a program that was scheduled for that evening and when we 

came to the back door of the Church we found one of our teenager girls drunk 

and passed out on the stoop. 

  We got her inside and took her into the bathroom and tried to get her to 

throw up as much excess alcohol as possible and then we found her a place in 

one of the youth rooms where she could sleep it off. AND I remember Paul 

saying something like, “wasn’t it fortunate that she came here because if she 

had gone somewhere else she would have frozen to death. It’s good that she felt 

like she could come to us.” 

  People need that place; that ark of safety and you and I can make that 

happen BUT only if we are willing to put in the time and to make it personal. 


