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Genesis 2:4-22 - Another Account of the Creation 
 4These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 
 In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no 
plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung 
up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was 
no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the earth, and water 
the whole face of the ground— 7then the LORD God formed man from the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and the man became a living being. 8And the LORD God planted a garden 
in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9Out of 
the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 10A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides 
and becomes four branches. 11The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one 
that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 12and the 
gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The name of 
the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of 
Cush. 14The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And 
the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it 
and keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of 
every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
18Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” 19So out of the ground 
the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and 
brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the 
man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names 
to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but 
for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took 
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that 
the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man.  
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  Some people will point out that there appears to be two different 

creation stories in the book of Genesis. The FIRST conversation around 

creation takes place in Chapter one and it seems to map out the larger 

FRAMEWORK OF CREATION; kind of like a rough outline. When we come 

to Chapter two the story takes on more detail; it becomes more intimate 

because it begins to FOCUS ON PEOPLE and ultimately this is THE STORY 

of GOD’S PEOPLE. 

  In an ALLEGORICAL sense, what we are supposed to be learning here 

is that humanity is at the same time part of the created order but yet 

DISTINCT FROM THE REST OF CREATION. People were fashioned out of 

the dust of the earth (common like every other creature) but these people 

were brought to life by the breath of God; God’s spirit permeated their 

substance and made them uniquely special. They were the same and yet 

different. They were made in God’s image and given particular 

responsibilities in God’s created order. 

  So, one of the questions we might ask is, “How do we live out that 

distinction?” and at least part of the answer is right here in our text for 

today. 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden  
to till it and keep it. 

  Tilling (as you know) means to “turn over the soil” and it suggests that 

we have been given responsibility for planting and cultivating and 

harvesting. You could say that we are the shepherds of the soil. We have been 

given the task of helping the land become fruitful.  

  Now, when this text was first laid down everyone was connected to the 

soil in some way. It was almost entirely an agrarian culture; which means 

that everyone understood how to live out this task. However, in a more urban 

society like ours most of us have no direct connection to the process of 
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planting and harvesting and so we might need to ask, “What does this 

responsibility mean for me?” 

  I think in a broader sense the creation story suggests that we are all 

responsible for (what we might call) the “ordering” of life. This means that 

God has called all of us to be the caretakers of his creation. This is part of our 

STEWARDSHIP. We are the caretakers of the air and the sea and the soil. 

We may not plant the seeds but we have a responsibility to make sure that 

what is planted and how it is planted is done in a way that cares for all of 

God’s creation. 

  So, this means that whether you believe in global warming or not all of 

us have the basic responsibility to care for God’s creation, which in more 

specific terms means we should care about things like CLEAN AIR AND 

CLEAN WATER. WE SHOULD CARE ABOUT trash on the highways and 

landfills that are being filled us with NON-BIODEGRADABLE plastics AND 

we should translate that caring into the way we live our lives. God has called 

us all to be environmentalists. This is not somebody else’s job, this one 

belongs to you. 

  When we hear that God commanded Adam to “keep” the garden, it also 

reminds us that our God is a God of “order.” We see the order and structure 

and care for detail in everything that God has done; whether we are talking 

about Abraham and his journey or Moses and the Exodus or the giving of the 

Law and the detail around the building of the Tabernacle in the wilderness. 

God has continually provided a framework for his people, that is meant to 

keep us both physically and spiritually healthy. 

  In that sense, we are more than just naturalists; we are the “keepers” of 

God’s entire order. We are not simply responsible for the trees and the bees 
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we are also responsible for the moral framework in which all of creation 

exists. God created “order” out of “chaos” and we are the servants of “order.”  

  However, what we see happening around us is like a spiritual 

application of the second law of thermodynamics. I know that sounds overly 

“geeky” but the second law of thermodynamics says that everything tends to 

decline into disorder which means that our work as the keepers of order is 

never done. There are always places where we see God’s physical and 

spiritual framework slipping from what it was created to be; there is even a 

tendency in our own lives to wander from God’s design and live out of our 

self-centeredness. I think that this is what Paul was referring to in the Book 

of Romans when he talked about falling “short of the glory of God.” 

“… since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;”  
Romans 3:23 

  Everything around us (including us) is broken and in need of healing. 

As Jesus’ representatives, we bring God’s healing power into the world. 

  As we step away from God’s “order” all of creation suffers which means 

we have to both continually care for the physical part of God’s creation and be 

in the business of inviting people to come to Jesus for spiritual healing (that’s 

the evangelism part of our work). What we do cannot be just one or the other. 

We are not done until ALL of the aspects of God’s creation (both physical and 

spiritual) find healing. 

  The second lesson we might pick up from this story of creation is that 

WE ARE ALL PART OF EACH OTHER. As Adam said, the woman was, 

“bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” We are all part of the same 

substance; called out of the same dust.  

  They were (and we are) physiologically connected to each other. In fact, 

genealogists (and geneticists) tell us that if we go back 20 generations 

(roughly 1000 years) we find that all Europeans share the same set of 
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common ancestors. Now, you have to be smarter than me to explain that in 

simple terms BUT it does affirm what it says here in Genesis that we are all 

connected. So, the second question we might want to ask would be, “HOW 

DO WE LIVE OUT OUR CONNECTEDNESS?” 

  Over Labor Day weekend we were attending a family reunion in La 

Crosse and we volunteered to take our 2 ½ year old granddaughter with us 

for the weekend. So, along with working out the details for our family 

gathering, we were also responsible for shepherding this precocious little girl. 

  I had forgotten how much work it is to care for a two-year-old; I felt like 

my head was on a swivel because she was always going somewhere or talking 

to someone or chasing after something. IT was a FUN time BUT IT WAS far 

from RELAXING. If you asked me to do it again today, I would raise my hand 

to volunteer. It’s NOT an EASY thing OR a CONVENIENT thing BUT it is 

an IMPORTANT thing AND A REAL BLESSING in our lives. But THIS IS 

WHAT LOVE DOES. 

  We are responsible for each other. Jesus said our responsibility can be 

summed up in two sentences. Love the Lord your God with all of your heart, 

soul, mind and strength and love your neighbor as you love yourself. The 

reality is that we cannot turn our backs on the lives of other people and say 

that we don’t care. Not caring is not an option for us EVEN though we know 

that caring will not be easy or convenient; it will require sacrifices and an 

investment of our lives AND a willingness to look at the big picture 

(strategize) so we can make our caring as effective as possible. 

  Our family reunion was held at a park shelter at Copeland Park on the 

north side of La Crosse. When we pulled in there were a couple of homeless 

men sitting in the shelter that we had rented and once they realized that we 
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would be setting up there they moved to a different space about twenty yards 

away. 

  Most of us are a bit uncomfortable when we are confronted by the 

homeless BECAUSE we don’t fully understand what it is we are seeing. I 

think we all understand that it is generally a bit more complicated than 

people just not having a place to sleep. AND in this particular case, I’m sure 

that drugs played a significant role in the lives of these two men. So, I think 

we all understood that we couldn’t fix what we were seeing AND there were 

mixed opinions about what our response should be to them. We decided that 

the least we could do was to offer them something to eat which we did. While 

I was delivering drinks to one of the men I sat down and had a conversation. 

His name is Jim. 

  Jim didn’t offer me a lot of information about his life (which is typical) 

but from what he did say our beginnings were very similar. We were both 

about the same age, we were both raised on the Northside of La Crosse (not 

too far from each other); my father was a police officer and his father was a 

village constable. Somewhere along the way, our lives took different paths 

AND as I sat across the table from Jim I realized how helpless we both felt. 

Neither of us could change the choices he had made in the past AND I 

couldn’t fix the situation he was in right at that moment. BUT I did recognize 

that Jim was also one of those people that I am responsible for. 

  I also recognized that caring for Jim was going to be far more 

complicated than caring for our granddaughter Avery BUT it didn’t mean 

that I shouldn’t try. Part of the additional complication is that what is best 

for people like Jim isn’t always clear. AND every situation is different and 

filled with particular complications that require a specific response. So, there 
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will always be a lot of Jims in the world and each of them needs someone 

who will care about them “one Jim at a time.” 

  Now I feel like I need to affirm for you that IT’S OK TO FEEL 

UNCOMFORTABLE with people like Jim. AND IT IS NORMAL TO WANT 

TO MOVE AWAY FROM SITUATIONS WHERE YOU are uncomfortable, 

BUT that doesn’t mean that you have the freedom to just walk away. This is 

connected to the conversation we had a few weeks back about living a 

Christian counter cultural life. We will always be tempted to rationalize 

people like Jim away or to think that the Jims in the world will always be 

somebody else’s responsibility. BUT the reality is that Jesus calls us to live 

out of a love that is BIGGER THAN OUR UNCOMFORTABLENESS. Love 

doesn’t let us walk away. 

  We find ways to apply this conversation every day. 

  We just watched from a distance as Hurricane Harvey devastated parts 

of Texas and Louisiana. We just watched as Hurricane Irma created havoc in 

the Caribbean and Florida. In just a few weeks, we have been given 

thousands of new people we need to care about. AND once again, the 

situation is complicated and it may feel overwhelming and the temptation 

will be to walk away but we cannot. 

  The question will never be, “Should we do something?” The question 

will always be, “What should we do?” and the reality will be that we have 

limitations of time and resources and accessibility; we can’t be everywhere all 

the time, but there are a couple of things that we can always do. 

  WE CAN BE THE CHURCH! 

  Too many of us see the church as a destination; as a spiritual event that 

exists to make my life better and the reality is that Jesus DOES make OUR 

lives better, BUT THAT IS NOT WHY THE CHURCH EXISTS. The Church 
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is a gathering of the blessed, who are working together to be a blessing for 

everyone else. We ARE HERE TO pool our resources, we put on rummage 

sales to raise funds, we strategize together and we get our hands dirty. Some 

of us travel to where the need exists. Others of us make that travel possible. 

  We are more than just a support group for living a Christian life; we are 

a mission sending agency, a hospital for broken sinners and an outreach to 

those who are lost. When we talk about our membership in the Church we 

are affirming that we are not here to “take” anything; we are here to “give” 

our lives to the service of Jesus; to caring for ALL OF God’s creation. 

  This is why we learn to TITHE our money and our time. All of the 

resources are mixed together with the gifts and talents of our brothers and 

sisters and together we make an impact on the lives of people who are 

physically and spiritually broken. 

  WHAT should WE DO? 

  We need to be more aware. We need to intentionally pay attention to 

what is happening around us in our world. It will always be easier to turn off 

the news or avoid the challenging neighborhoods in our communities. BUT, 

that doesn’t help anyone and it doesn’t allow us to care about the people 

whom God has placed in our neighborhood. 

  In more intimate terms, we need to WANT to pay attention. We 

need to learn to care which means we need someone to give us new eyes to 

see the world as it really is and a new heart filled with compassion for the 

people who live around us every day. We need to begin to think of the people 

around us as MORE IMPORTANT than our stuff. THIS IS WHAT JESUS 

DOES and this is why we talk about the necessity of building a relationship 

with Jesus that is transformational. We don’t believe that Jesus came into 

the world just to be an example. Jesus came to be more than just a figure out 
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of history, he came to live with us and IN us and change us into his children. 

This is the power of the resurrection.  

  Jesus is not gone AND WE GATHER EVERY WEEK TO TESTIFY TO 

THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION. Jesus is here to be part of who we 

are and to be the guiding principle behind all we do. WE NEED TO PAY 

ATTENTION TO JESUS! SO THAT WE CAN LEARN TO PAY ATTENTION 

TO THE PEOPLE WE HAVE BEEN CALLED TO LOVE. 

  You and I need to invest ourselves in our relationship to Jesus so that 

he can change us into the people he intends us to be. This means more time 

in worship, more time in prayer and Bible study and more time in 

connection to the other people who make up this “mission sending agency” 

that we call Community United Methodist Church. It’s never been about you. 

It’s always been about Jesus and the people Jesus places in our lives. 

  I read a story about a man who died and on his tombstone they put the 

following words: “He came, stayed a while, and left.” What a sad 

summary of a life. 

  But even if they had fleshed it out a bit and it said, “He came, stayed 

a while, got married, worked at his job, raised a family, became a success in 

his career and made a pile of money and left.” It would still be missing all of 

THE MEANING there is to life and all of the PURPOSE for which God 

placed him in the world. 

  God created us to “care” for his creation. God made us to show the world 

what God is like. Nobody can do it but you. All of us together should change 

the world. 


