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Creation 

September 10, 2017 

By Pastor John Wells 

 
Genesis 1:26-2:4a - Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath 
 26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. 
 28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the 
air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God 
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 
2And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 
the work that he had done in creation. 
 
 
  Over the years the story of creation has become the center of all sorts of 

spiritual controversy and we have (in essence) created theological camps 

around this beautiful story. I believe that there is a lot for us to learn here 

but we often miss the blessings because we get sidetracked in conversations 

about mechanics and timing. Some people have even made this conversation 

a litmus test for the faith but for me, this is not where I would be drawing 

any theological lines in the sand. This isn’t the hill I want to die on. 
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  First of all, this passage isn’t so much about the creation (or the act of 

creation) as it is about the creator. This is the story of what God has done 

which is why you hear repeated in this passage what “God said” or what 

“God saw” or what “God did.” We are supposed to read these words and 

recognize that everything we see around us was brought into being by this 

awesome God. We are not being called to worship the creation; we are being 

called to worship the creator. He is the one we are supposed to be focused on 

because he alone is the creator of the entire physical and spiritual framework 

in which we live our lives. Nothing that exists would be here without the 

action of God and for this reason God deserves our praise and thanksgiving. 

  It’s also important to remember that the HEBREW culture WAS never 

BIG ON NUMBERS. They didn’t think of time in the way that we do. From 

their perspective time had no meaning if it was separated from the natural 

activities of living. So, for example, if someone asked you how long it took you 

to plow your field your answer might be something like, “it took the amount of 

time it takes to plow a field,” or “It took the time it takes.” 

  Now I know that this is a hard concept for us to understand because our 

lives tend to be driven by time. We are used to measuring our activities by 

when it will be and how much time it will take. And we fill our lives with 

watches and clocks and datebooks and calendars to make sure that we are 

always where we need to be, when we need to be there. The ancient Hebrew 

people were incapable of understanding time in this way. 

  So, when we examine the creation story from the Book of Genesis we 

notice that each event is labeled with words like “the first day” or “the 

second day” or “the third day,” only after it is completed. This is not meant to 

be a description of the earth spinning on its axis every 24 hours. It is simply 

meant to mark the moment (in a cosmic sense) when a particular event is 
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completed. It is the event that defines the day, not the rotation of the earth. 

“How long did it take?” The answer would be, “It took as long as it takes” BUT 

in the end it “was very good.” 

  You get a sense of this way of thinking when you live in rural farming 

communities. In those places life is measured by “seasons” and the entire 

year is built around tilling and planting and cultivating and harvesting. The 

farmers that I knew got up with the sun and came home from the field when 

the sun was setting. They never really needed to wear a watch because their 

lives weren’t going to be driven by the hands on a dial. 

  When I was serving churches in these smaller, rural communities, I 

noticed that new ideas needed (almost exactly) two years to percolate before 

they could be considered. It wasn’t that they were resistant to new ideas; it 

was that they had learned to think seasonally; in longer periods of time. It 

wasn’t good or bad it was just different. 

  It wasn’t until the scientific age that we began to obsess about time. It 

wasn’t until we had mass transit (specifically RAILROADS) that there was a 

need to coordinate time and it was the advent of railroads that made us 

think of things like time zones and schedules. This is the world we live in 

which means that when we read about the creator God we too often GET 

FIXATED ON THE PROCESS AND we MISS THE WONDERFUL 

IMPLICATIONS OF BEING part of God’s creation.  

  So, when we talk about being part of God’s created order, we are 

supposed to understand that we are here because God intended for us to be 

here. Our lives are not an accident. We have purpose and our lives are meant 

to have meaning.  

  We need to be able to say, like David did in the psalms, 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. Psalm 139:14 
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  This is also part of the Good News that we have been commissioned to 

proclaim to the world around us because we operate in a world where people 

are increasingly disconnected from God and they are increasingly living 

meaningless lives.  

  I used to remember thinking (before my new life in Christ) that life 

seemed to be an endless cycle of working so that I could have food to eat and 

a place to rest so that I could be able to get up each day and start all over 

again. This is a description of life without purpose and I am afraid that for 

too many people life has been broken down into working and playing and 

resting with no greater purpose than to repeat that cycle over and over 

again. It seems to me that if our lives are simply a repeating cycle of working 

and playing and resting that the focus of our lives tends to become 

increasingly about pleasure and then consequently increasingly about the 

money that provides for that pleasure. We become self-focused. 

  What this means for us is that if we aren’t careful our lives can quickly 

devolve in that same way into a self-centered pursuit for happiness. AND we 

might even begin to think that Jesus came simply to make us happy. (Again, 

you have to remember that the largest Protestant congregation in this entire 

country is basically built around that premise; that God exists to make us 

happy.) 

  But, we understand that Jesus came to call us to live lives of self-denial 

and sacrifice with the hope that our work for him would help transform the 

world and usher in the Kingdom of God. We have been given purpose and 

meaning. Life was not intended to be simply an endless cycle of time. We 

have been called into a relationship with our God and invited into a family 

with a mission, filled with hope, for all of the people who live with us in the 

world. BUT, because our purpose runs so counter to the culture around us, it 
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is increasingly hard for us to help people understand what new life in Christ 

is really all about. 

  I came upon a saying that I thought captured most of this conversation. 

It says, “I’ve got a clock that tells me when to get up--but some days I 

need one to tell me why.” 

  God created the world around us and Jesus stepped into our lives to 

give us the “why” of life. We live for him. We live with him every day AND 

this is a core principle behind the church; this is who we are and what we are 

trying to accomplish. The Apostle Paul said it this way, 

We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,  
which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10 

  There is one more thing that I want to touch on before we end this 

morning’s conversation. In the story of creation, we hear God say that 

everything he had called into being was “very good” which isn’t meant to 

imply that creation was somehow infused with a sense of morality. It wasn’t 

“good” as opposed to being “evil;” it was “GOOD” in the sense that it WAS 

“JUST RIGHT;” like baby bear’s porridge in Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 

  AND when God was finished speaking everything into creation, it says 

that he RESTED WHICH isn’t meant to imply THAT GOD WAS TIRED 

AND that he NEEDED TO TAKE A BREAK. We are supposed to understand 

THAT AFTER everything was created AND had been declared “GOOD” (just 

right), THAT GOD PAUSED TO ADMIRE THE BEAUTY (the “rightness”) 

OF WHAT HAD BEEN MADE. All of creation was in some way an extension 

of God’s presence and a witness to the wonder and glory of God himself. 

  Then the Bible says THAT GOD BLESSED THE SABBATH DAY (that 

DAY OF REST which parenthetically is Saturday) AND God 

CONSECRATED the Sabbath day FOR US as an ETERNAL DAY TO REST; 
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a day for us to rest from our labor and to reflect on the beauty of God and all 

of his creation. 

  What this means is that the Sabbath was not just a day for us to take a 

break. The Sabbath has always been meant to be a day when we set aside the 

“normal” activity of our lives so we can reflect on both our relationship to the 

God of creation AND to all of the wonder that we see around us. Everything 

in our world is meant to remind us of who this God really is. 

  In Jesus’ day, he criticized the Pharisees for making the Sabbath about 

rules to follow and not about this God who had love them from the very 

beginning. They were so hung up on details and minutia that they missed the 

wonder and majesty of God’s daily presence. In our day we have made our 

Sabbath all about us; it has become all about the games we play or the places 

we go and the one piece that most people leave out is that one thing it is 

supposed to include; a time for reflection on the beauty and majesty of God. 

  Now, every time I have this conversation somebody will say to me that 

they believe that they can worship God better in the out-of-doors; like in the 

woods or on the lake or on the golf course. AND I have always said that (in 

theory) I think that is probably true BUT the reality is that they DON’T. 

They are not headed out to the woods or the lake or the golf course in search 

of God, in fact, the woods and the lake and the golf course just become a 

distraction from what we are actually being called to do. We are not being 

called to worship God’s creation, we are being called to worship God, the 

creator, and everything around us should point us in that direction. 

  There is an old Gospel song I’ve been singing for a number of years that 

is entitled, “The Haven of Rest” and it reminds us that Jesus is that safe place 

where we can find rest and safety for our lives, BUT I believe that we could 

also think of the church that way. The congregation, the “ecclesia” of God is 
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also that “HAVEN OF REST.” This is a place WHERE WE COME TO BE 

RESTORED AND REFRESHED. This is a place WHERE YOU BOTH GIVE 

AND RECEIVE SUPPORT AND COMFORT. This is a place where you are 

supposed to see Jesus made real in the lives of your brothers and sisters in 

the faith. THE CHURCH IS SUPPOSED TO BE A LIVING REFLECTION 

OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD which means that we are all being called to 

make that happen which, in turn, means that we have to be committed to 

this place, to this family, to this congregation. 

  The story of creation is supposed to help us understand and 

acknowledge that this God whom we serve is far superior to us and is 

worthy of our allegiance; our love and obedience. This God who called 

everything into existence has also called us to be his people; his family which 

is why we gather together. 

  This gathering is meant to be a celebration of a body of believers which 

in turn means that this is more than just a place to be friendly. AND this is 

even more than just a place to be with our friends. This is a place where we 

should be actively working at becoming spiritually connected to each other. 

This is that place where we ask each other (in the language of John Wesley); 

“How is your doing?” 

  “How is it with your soul?” 

  “How is your faith expressed?” 

  “How is your journey toward holiness changing your life?” 

  “What challenges are your facing and how can I help you be a better 

follower of Jesus?” 

  In John Wesley’s book “A Plain Account of Christian Perfection” he 

says, 

I am “convinced … of the absolute impossibility of being half a 
Christian; and I determined, through His grace … to be all devoted to God,  
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to give Him all of my soul, my body, and my substance.” 

  Beginning January 1, we will be kicking off a new spiritual endeavor 

that I am calling “A Year of Christian Discipleship.” The long and the short of 

this is that I would like all of us to commit (for one year) to living a life that 

reflects the Kingdom of God. I want each of us to decide today that we are 

going to be Jesus for the other people in our lives and the other people in this 

congregation. And that at some point in the near future, we are going to put 

our feet to the path that Jesus has laid out for us and begin to “deny 

ourselves, take up our crosses and follow.” 

  John Wesley finished off that previous statement by saying this, 

 “Will any considerate (person) say, that this is carrying matters too far? 

Or that anything less is due to Him who has given Himself for us, than to give 

Him ourselves, all we have, and all we are?” 

 
 


