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Revelation 21:1-6, 22:1-5 - The New Heaven and the New Earth 
 21:1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 
4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.” 
 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of the water of life. 
 

This is the last of the four weeks on Revelation. We began with two 

Sundays on worship. Last week Pastor John talked about following Jesus and 

how that changes us. 

This week we are offered a new heaven and a new earth and a river of 

life. Now that’s a major change. 

I wondered as I prepared how you feel about this last book in our Bible. 

Not what you THINK, but how you FEEL. I wondered how the Book of 

Revelation might change each of us. 

Most of us are okay with other people being changed. We are more than 

okay with it if it means we don’t need to change. Most of us have something 



in our lives we might like to change—if only it didn’t mean we would then 

have to change. 

As most of you know, my husband is belongs to an ELCA church- 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. The joke in our house, when we 

don’t want to change is: Lutherans don’t change—not even light bulbs. 

And yet, we worship a God who sent his son to change the world. 

Change can be costly. Perhaps there’s a reason we are resistant. 

We often politely ignore change—sort of thinking perhaps it will go 

away. But it is at our peril that we politely ignore the changes Jesus can 

bring into our lives. 

So why do people change? In our lesson this morning we are offered 

hope. Jesus has already been changed; there is a new earth and heaven. The 

vision of life with God has changed for Jesus’ followers.   

John writes:  “See the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with 

them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them …” 

So God, the God of Adam and Eve, of Abraham and Sarah, of Joseph 

and Mary, makes a home among mortals. God walked in the Garden of Eden 

and Adam and Eve hid from him. It didn’t work then. It won’t work now.  

John’s vision is offering a new Garden, a new place of perfection, a new 

heaven. 

God is also offering a new earth; a changed earth; an earth of changed 

humans. 

Yet, we are not eager to change ourselves. Changing ourselves might 

invite us to places we don’t want to go. We let inertia keep us comfortable. 

However, I offer you that from our comfortable places, we just might 

yearn to venture forth, to leave comfort and try something new. We actually 

might want to change. A new earth offers possibilities.  



Next Sunday, life at CUMC will change. A new beginning will be 

kicking off next week with one service and a potluck to celebrate our new 

lives together. Education classes begin the week after at CUMC, and in our 

corner of the world we are already experiencing the change to colder nights 

and shorter days. 

Bob Dylan wrote in 1964:  “These Times They Are A Changin’” and 

Peter Paul and Mary also recorded it. 

Last week Pastor John talked about following Jesus and how that 

changes us.   

We all know there are changes we can’t avoid, like the seasons. There 

are changes we can be part of, like moving forward at CUMC. There are 

changes we will go along with because they aren’t really that important to us, 

and changes we simply don’t want to deal with, perhaps like following Jesus 

more closely. 

It is okay to wonder what following Jesus more closely might mean. We 

have learned what following God meant for Jesus. We understand change 

involves costs as well as benefits. We are already nice people, often feeling 

blessed, coming to church, trying to live good lives.   

WHY do pastors keep harping on letting following Jesus CHANGE us?  

What’s wrong with us that we even need to change? The world needs to 

change—a lot. But us? Really? 

Doesn’t God know us, know everything about us and love us anyway?  

WHY should we change? 

What if John Wesley didn’t want to change? What if Peter didn’t want 

to change as he asked: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 

eternal life.” (John 6:68) How would the world be unchanged? 

In our own lives, the easiest thing to change is ourselves. Anyone who 

has tried to deal with a difficult person can tell you that changing the way 



you deal with difficulty is allowing your own responses and attitudes to 

change. 

It is called being a grown-up—maturity. Our bodies change as we grow 

up. Our thoughts change as we encounter the real world. Our hearts change 

as we love each other. These changes just happen. 

Why don’t we try changing in the way we encounter the risen Christ, in 

the way we respond to God through Jesus Christ? We worship a Lord who 

offers us a peace which passes all understanding, no matter what is going on 

in God’s world. We worship a Lord who was a human and gets what that 

might be like. We worship a Lord who found a way to be with us, live with us, 

share a meal with us, laugh and cry over us. 

But wait:  There’s more!   

The home of God is among mortals. This earth will not be here forever.  

But while it is here, while John is seeing a new heaven and a new earth, he 

hears a voice: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 

Times are changing. How? When? We don’t know. John tells us that 

there will be a river of life, with nothing accursed. The Garden of Adam and 

Eve will be restored because God and Jesus will be in it and all will be 

worshiping. 

 “These Times They Are A Changin’” was a call to change and action in 

the changing world of the 60’s.   

For Christians, the times of our lives change as we follow Jesus Christ 

into a recognition of a new world of hope and promise that includes changes 

in ourselves as we live out the words of the Psalm: Happy are those … who 

seek him with their whole heart … (and) walk in his ways. 

What changes would each of you like to make in your own lives so that 

you might be new, become a closer follower of Jesus? 



Our Revelations time ends today. Hopefully our times of worship will be 

changed to include the visions of Revelations. Hopefully our responses to 

Jesus will be changed to include following Jesus more closely, more earnestly, 

with renewed enthusiasm as we begin a time of seasonal change at CUMC. 

May the words of Jesus: “I am the beginning and the end” be taken into 

our hearts and lives as we live each day reminding ourselves to follow Jesus.  

And may following Jesus change each of us. AMEN 

 


