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Psalm 100: A Psalm of thanksgiving. 
 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 
 3Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are 
his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks 
to him, bless his name. 
 5For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his 
faithfulness to all generations. 
 
 
  Back in the summer of 1973, I was a newly passionate believer in Jesus. 

I had had my own spiritual awakening in March of that year and by the 

summer I was looking for ways to live out my new found faith in Christ. I 

don’t remember exactly how it happened, but someone invited me to help out 

at a Billy Graham crusade that was taking place in Minneapolis/St. Paul that 

year. It was entitled “Yes, 73” and they were looking for people who would be 

willing to canvass different neighborhoods in the cities, knock on doors and 

invite people to come to the rallies that Billy Graham would be holding 

throughout the week. 

  One evening after we got back from our canvassing work a crowd of us 

younger “helpers” gathered in a local park to sing and pray; and while we 

were there, Billy Graham showed up to pray for us and thank us for the work 

we were doing. We didn’t know that he was coming and so I was just sitting 

there in the grass listening to the songs and prayers when I realized that 

Billy Graham was walking right by me (I could have reached out and touched 

him). I was in awe. 

  Now, I knew that Billy Graham was just a man, but his long term 

commitment to the Kingdom and his work for the church was (even then) 



almost legendary. I never expected to be in the same congregation with him 

let alone within touching distance of a man of his reputation, so it was a 

pretty amazing moment for me as a young believer. It was a moment I have 

never forgotten. 

  I realized later (actually much later) that how I felt in that moment was 

“akin” to how I should feel every time I come to worship. 

  Billy Graham is admirable, but God is better. 

  Billy Graham has been faithful but God is the source of all faith and 

grace. AND God is definitely better which means that God deserves more of 

our admiration; more of our thanksgiving; more awe. 

  We gather here each week to put ourselves into the presence of the God 

of the Universe; the living and legendary savior of our souls. We come here 

not simply to remember and ritualize something that happened long ago. We 

come here to let the Holy Spirit of God surround us and restore us and 

empower us to be his witnesses. Jesus himself said it, 

For where two or three are gathered in my name,  
I am there among them. Matthew 18:20 

  I don’t believe that Jesus meant he would only be philosophically among 

them. I believe that he meant he would be present with them; present with 

us as we gather in his name. We come here to be touched by the living God. 

  However, for some reason it seems that we have lost the conviction that 

God is actually present with us here; and that singular loss has transformed 

what we do here from real, vibrant worship to simply a religious performance 

or a theological lecture. 

  What we have forgotten is that when we come here we are supposed to 

be engaged and touched and transformed by the living God. AND God 

can do this work in us if we are willing to trust him and surrender to him and 

seek him in our time together. 



  Years ago I was part of a group that presented Christian musicals and 

one of those musicals was entitled, “I’m here, God’s here, now we can start.” 

As simplistic as it may sound these are the basics of our worship; we are 

here, God is here and now we can celebrate together. 

  So, what do we do? How is it that we have gotten to where we are today 

and what do we need to do in order to become God’s worshiping family once 

again?  

  There are always a million questions we can ask and we understand 

that asking questions is easy but coming up with answers is hard.  

  I believe that Psalm 100 can help to answer some of those questions. So, 

let’s use Psalm 100 to talk about worship. It starts out like this … 

 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth Psalm 100:1 

  The Hebrew word that is used here means “shout” and it can be used 

to refer to a “battle cry” or a “trumpet blast” or a “shout of triumph.” 

What it is not is quiet. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord. 

  Of all the things that belong in worship, two things that never seem to 

make the list for us are ‘JOYFUL’ and ‘NOISE.’ For some reason we have 

decided that they are embarrassing or inappropriate (or both) and yet they 

are right here in the opening lines of this sacred psalm. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord. 

  When I was living in Southern Indiana I had my first exposure to 

“shouters.” These are people who (in the middle of worship) feel so 

overwhelmed by God’s presence that they simply have to shout. For 

somebody like me (having been raised in the north by Norwegians and 

Germans) this was quite a change (and a challenge) because I admit that I 

had a hard time appreciating the passion that was being expressed by these 

“shouters.” But this may indeed be what our worship is supposed to be like. 



Our relationship to the living God should draw us all into a community that 

is not ashamed to “cry out to the Lord;” to “make a joyful noise.” 

  I was reading through a presentation on Psalm 100 by a preacher 

whose name is Rick Ezell and he made this point, 

When we come to worship our agenda is to meet God. God's 
agenda is to meet with us. We raise our voices to get his attention. 
This is not being rude or disrespectful. As we walk down the path 
to worship God, we simply cannot be quiet. We are not raising our 
voices to draw attention to ourselves. We shout for joy because the  
Lord is among us. 

  The psalmist goes on to say, 

Worship the LORD with gladness … 

  The word that is translated here as “worship” is literally to “serve;” 

“become a slave.” Which gets to the heart of what worship is meant to be. 

Worship is adoration and praise that are both built around an understanding 

that we are in the presence of our Lord and Master. 

  We tend to want to envision Jesus as our ‘good buddy;’ somebody who is 

just like us EXCEPT he has a bit more insight into “God stuff” than we do. 

The problem with this image is that we never worship our buddies. We listen 

to them, we think about what they have to say, we dismiss the stuff we don’t 

really like and then we move on. Nothing changes.  

  Jesus never came to be our buddy. Jesus came to be our Lord and savior 

and it is THIS Jesus that we worship. I believe it is fair to say that we 

cannot worship until we have learned to surrender. Everything we have 

belongs to him. Everything we are is dependent on him. Our praise and 

thanksgiving and worship are due him. AND this may be the hardest hurdle 

for most of us to get over because we have spent a lifetime learning to be 

independent and we have been taught that success only comes when we are 

strong. And yet Jesus came to teach us to be “last” and “least” and to “trust” 

and to “follow.” Our lives as followers of Jesus are built around our 

willingness to submit to God’s authority over our lives. Our ability to worship 



is also built around our willingness to let our God be the Master of all that we 

are. So, all of us need to work on surrendering our lives to God’s control. 

Serve the Lord with gladness 

  This is meant to be a description of our lives, not simply what we do for 

an hour on a Sunday morning. 

  A. W. Tozer, said that God, 

… wants to cultivate within us the adoration and admiration of 
which he is worthy. He wants us to be astonished at the 

inconceivable elevation and magnitude and splendor  
of Almighty God. 

2 Worship the LORD with gladness AND come into  
his presence with singing. 

  John Wesley thought that the singing was important enough that he 

outlined seven “Directions for Singing” for all Methodist gatherings. Those 

same directions are included in the front of the hymnal and even though they 

are there we rarely look at them except as a bit of comic reference. If we are 

to believe the directions contained in Psalm 100 then Wesley’s directions 

may be more important (more essential to our worship) than we have been 

lead to believe. This is what Wesley said, 

Learn these tunes before you learn any others 
Sing them exactly as they are printed here 

 I believe that these two directions were meant to help us be a 

unified worshiping community. 

  Sing All … meaning everyone should sing. This is not a 

performance that is judged by the people around us. This is an offering 

to a God who loves us and hears in our singing a heart filled with love 

for him. 

Sing Lustily and with good courage. 

 He went on to say, “Beware of singing as if you were half-dead or 

half-asleep.” Again, these songs are not meant to be something we 



simply get through. We are not singing for anyone but God to hear. It 

is a part of our offering to him. 

Sing Modestly … 

 We aren’t trying to make a spectacle of ourselves. The focus is 

not on me. This is not a performance.  

Sing in time … Sing spiritually 

 And again Wesley added, “Have an eye to God in every word you 

sing. Aim at pleasing Him more than yourself.” 

  We need to keep reminding ourselves: we are not here to perform. We 

are not being judged on whether we can carry a tune or not. We are not being 

judged on whether we can keep in time or not. We are God’s choir and he is 

our audience. The Hebrew WORD that is used here literally MEANS 

“JOYFUL SONG.” We sing for him because we love him; because we are 

trying to express to him the joy that fills our souls because of him. So, 

SING! As Wesley said, “Sing All.” 

  But before we get lost in the weeds we need to remind ourselves that 

worship always begins with the understanding that “the Lord is God.” 

Know that the LORD is God. 
 It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people,  

and the sheep of his pasture. 

  We need to always be clear about the dynamics of our relationship to 

the Holy One. He is God and we are not. We did not create God to fill some 

emptiness in our lives; he created us to belong to him and to be loved by him. 

God is not our servant; we are his servants. AND this is what brings us to our 

knees and causes us to lift up our hands and motivates us to sing and shout 

and make a joyful noise. This is why we “enter his gates with thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise.” 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 

  THE WORD PRAISE MEANS “TO KNEEL.” It communicates the 

idea that we are here to show honor and reverence to God. When we kneel 



before him (whether we do it physically or emotionally) we are 

declaring him to be our King of kings and Lord of Lords. True worship 

always involves falling (emotionally) at the feet of God. 

  THE ROOT word for praise can ALSO MEAN “TO MAKE 

CONFESSION.” We come to OPEN OUR HEARTS TO GOD and trust 

him with all that we are. We allow God to see all of the raggedness and 

brokenness of our lives. We trust God with our naked souls; this is what 

worship is meant to be. We come in faith, trusting God to care for us. We 

come in thanksgiving, recognizing that everything we have belongs to him. 

We come to, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

  For we are convinced that … 

 5 … the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever,  
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

… and we are one of those generations. 

  BUT, even if we have decided that Psalm 100 will be our model for our 

worship together, there’s one last question. “How do we get there?” 

  “How do get to that place where our worship stops being passive and 

starts being active?” Or maybe more to the point, “How do we learn to love the 

Lord our God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength” and “How do we 

come to that place where we are willing to surrender our lives to his 

Lordship?” 

  “How do we become one of those people who is not ashamed to lift up 

their voice in praise?” 

  Anyone who has done any kind of persuasive speaking (like preachers) 

understands that the conclusion is always the hardest part of any 

presentation BECAUSE the reality is that I cannot make you love God or 

trust God WHICH IN TURN means that I can’t make you want to worship. 

All I can do is point out where we should all be and then encourage each of us 



to reconsider WHO God is, what our relationship with God really means to us 

and then what is going to be different about our lives as we move forward. 

  However, I am sure about a couple things. Because worship is a 

reflection of our relationship to the living God it will mean that we need to 

commit to a new level of scripture study and prayer AND a willingness to let 

God be the master over every aspect of our lives. This is a decision that you 

can make right now. You can decide to make this little change; to read your 

Bible every day and spend some meaningful time in prayer. Listen to him, 

learn from him and talk to him. It will change your life; it will change this 

church; it will change the world.  

  I have recently decided to get up a half hour earlier every morning so 

that I can take a walk AND on my walk I pull out my cell phone and each day 

I read a passage from the Bible. My walk has become my devotional time. It 

has given me a different perspective on my day. You can make that kind of 

change today as well. 

  Someone once said that there are two kinds of worshippers: Flatlanders 

and Highlanders.  

  Flatlanders live in only two dimensions. They are comfortable with the 

setting and they know the routine and it is comforting for them. The only 

problem is that they haven’t discovered that there is an "up" to life.  

  Highlanders are simply Flatlanders who have discovered real worship 

and they are constantly “pushing up” to experience God. What a privilege we 

have been afforded to have an audience with the King. Let’s not take it for 

granted. Let’s do what is needed to meet him. Let the worship begin. 


