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Luke 4:14-30 
 14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to 
teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written: 
18"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,19to proclaim the 
year of the Lord's favor." 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to 
them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 22All spoke 
well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 23He said to them, "Doubtless 
you will quote to me this proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 
'Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at 
Capernaum.'" 24And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the 
prophet's hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in 
the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none 
of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many 
lepers  in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 
cleansed except Naaman the Syrian." 28When they heard this, all in the 
synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, 
and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they 
might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and 
went on his way. 
 



Jesus, being properly baptized, then led into the wilderness and 

tempted by the devil (a contest which he won) is now ready to begin his 

ministry.   

Jesus returns to Galilee and local gossip spreads.  It’s sort of a home 

town boy comes home and makes good. The local synagogues praise Jesus 

and seem proud of him. He has begun a teaching ministry. 

Now Jesus is in Nazareth. Nazareth was in the province of Galilee, sort 

of like Elm Grove being in Waukesha County, being in Wisconsin  (only 

warmer). 

Nazareth would have been Jesus’ home town. I wondered if there was 

even more pride, local pride and more gossip. He is given the scroll or book of 

Isaiah and he seems to choose his own passage. 

Isaiah 61:1-2 (NRSV) 
The Good News of Deliverance 

61:1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 

This is a profound message of hope and comfort for people who really 

needed to hear of God’s love and salvation. 

It remains a profound message for us today, as metaphorically, we are 

all at times poor in a variety of ways other than economically; we are all held 

captive by our agendas no matter how unselfish they may seem; we are all 

blind to so many things; and we are from time to time, oppressed by life itself. 

All eyes are fixed on Jesus.  Waiting.  Hoping.  I wondered if those 

attending that Sabbath day knew their Hebrew Bibles well enough to know 

and be waiting for the rest of the sentence—the last part of this Isaiah 

passage, which reads 



and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 

But Jesus doesn’t finish this passage of hope and deliverance for the 

faithful in the synagogue. He leaves out this last sentence. Why? Is this 

message about Jesus, who teaches, who presents and represents God for all, 

for the world, not just God for an oppressed nation, a nation, who, regardless 

of oppression feels chosen? I’d like to think so. 

So, leaving the question of how well those in the synagogue knew the 

rest of this passage, they wait.  Expectantly—their eyes “fixed” on Jesus.  

They speak well of God’s son, amazed and hopeful, even delighted at Jesus’ 

gracious words, as he tells them “Scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” They are somehow chosen to hear God’s word. 

And then the non-acceptance begins. Jesus tells them he is leaving.  

That is what prophets do. They are not heard in their home town. 

Jesus, in no uncertain terms, tells those gathered he is going forth—out 

and about to do God’s work, to bring His Father’s message to the world. He is 

leaving them. They don’t own Jesus. 

And neither do we. While we wait for a Savior, a Messiah if you will to 

return, (as we are taught) will we wait as the Israelites did, not really willing 

to take Jesus as God’s son and our Savior; or will we make the decision that 

God’s love and salvation is for each of us as well as for all of us. Will we take 

the message of Jesus seriously and do our best to get to know the Man from 

Galilee who began his preaching in his home town of Nazareth? 

Because Jesus’ neighbors and friends and probably family were not 

impressed. Not at all! 

From home town boy makes good to “let’s fix this upstart for all time” 

public opinion took charge. It seems as if there was more rage than dialogue.   

There is no invitation to Jesus. There is no responding to Jesus. There 

is no saying, can we come along. There is no how can we help. There are no 



prayers of sending off or commissioning. There is no sharing the blessing of 

God’s only child among them and the world.  

Even the followers of John the Baptist asked what they could and 

should do.   

You see, the righteous people in the synagogue heard a message they 

didn’t like and decided to shoot the proverbial messenger. While shooting the 

messenger had some Hebrew Bible roots, it was not the only solution to 

unwanted messages.   

And that holds for us today. My suspicion is that today we may not like 

the message because we don’t know the messenger. We have taken Jesus as 

our Savior but we haven’t learned the stories. Without the stories of God’s 

people, we don’t know how to respond to God’s Son. Yet we want God in our 

lives. 

The things we want in our lives, the people and relationships we want 

in our lives take time; take listening and learning and sharing of ourselves.  

And when it comes to God and to Jesus, that’s all scary stuff. Just like the 

people in Nazareth, we don’t want Jesus to leave us, but we don’t know what 

having Jesus around might do to us. And often the truth is, fixing that is 

more than we want to think about. We may feel guilty about all this, but we 

hesitate to really encounter and fix it. 

It’s easier to ignore God, to get mad at God, to decide we are basically 

nice people and get on with our lives. Yet, we know we may be missing the 

point. 

The people of Nazareth tried to fix all this by getting rid of the problem:  

they flew into a rage, drove Jesus out of town and tried to throw him off a 

cliff. 



It didn’t work. It won’t work for us either. God’s child is here to stay.  

He’s all grown up, crucified, resurrected and among us. Jesus has now passed 

through more than a midst; He’s here to stay in our lives. 

So if throwing Jesus off a cliff won’t do, what will? How about making 

friends, learning, listening, communicating? There are all sorts of ways. If 

you think the task is overwhelming, start with something you know. Can you 

repeat a table blessing? Every day? Can you think of one blessing each 

evening? Can you go online and get a Bible verse delivered into your inbox 

every day? 

If you can, can you gradually graduate to reading your Bible? Can you 

identify with the people and personalities in the Bible, with the universal 

stories of God? Can you pray about how they are meant for you and your life?  

Can you tell one person each week something, anything about your church, 

gradually graduating to telling about why you go to church at all? 

You see, we don’t just get up one morning and understand Jesus. And 

suddenly Jesus is in our lives at all times and in all places. And all of a 

sudden we walk around quoting a Bible we’ve never read and praying to a 

God we don’t know, and singing “Hallelujah.”   

Our Epiphanies, our “ah ha” moments often go unnoticed or are 

misunderstood. But they are there. They are blessings. They are meant to 

bring us closer to God. And the good news is we get to come just as we are, 

with all our faults and doubts and hesitations. The invitation is always there. 

If we don’t want to RSVP deciding we will come, Jesus will remain in 

the midst, passing through.   

And then, what about us, do we remain the people staying poor without 

the good news, held captive without the freedom of God’s grace, blind to the 

message of God’s love and oppressed without God’s gift of forgiveness?   



Because to do so is to leave ourselves unfulfilled, even in this place of 

worship; to go forward unchanged by Jesus is to ignore God’s gift of Jesus, 

the gift that is ours for this life, this life with Jesus, here and now. 

Let’s find a way, a start, to respond to the invitation. AMEN 


