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2 Kings 23:1-3 
 23:1Then the king directed that all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem 
should be gathered to him. 2 The king went up to the house of the 
LORD, and with him went all the people of Judah, all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the priests, the prophets, and all the people, both small 
and great; he read in their hearing all the words of the book of the 
covenant that had been found in the house of the LORD. 3 The king 
stood by the pillar and made a covenant before the LORD, to follow the 
LORD, keeping his commandments, his decrees, and his statutes, with 
all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant 
that were written in this book. All the people joined in the covenant. 
 
 

COVENANT KEEPER 
Covenant maker, I made a start 

Covenant breaker, I broke your heart 
Your word is deeper, faithful and true 
Covenant keeper, make me like you 

Covenant maker, you made a way 
Infinite taker, I made you pay 

But your love was deeper, faithful and true 
Covenant keeper, make me like you 

Your word is deeper, faithful and true 
Covenant keeper, make me like you 

Make me like you 

  The text from 2 Kings that we just read refers to King Josiah 

who became King of Judah at the age of eight. His grandfather 

(Manasseh) and his father (Amon) who had both been king before him 

had (each of them) turned away from the God of Israel and had led 

their people into apostasy and paganism. King Amon was assassinated 

by his own court officials and those same officials were later caught 

and killed by “the people of the land” as the text says. 



  Josiah (being the eldest son of the murdered king) took over the 

throne (as I mentioned) at the ripe old age of eight. 

  But Josiah was different then his grandfather and his father who 

ruled before him. Josiah worked to re-establish the worship of Yahweh 

and so when he was twenty-six years old he ordered repairs to be done 

on the temple in Jerusalem and while they were preparing for the 

work to be done, the high priest, a man named Hilkiah, found a copy of 

the Book of the Law that had been squirreled away in the temple 

somewhere and (after reading it) he sent it to the King. 

  The Book of the Law was a copy of all of the commands that God 

had given to the people of Israel as a guideline for how they were to 

live their lives. This was fundamental to who they were as God’s 

people because their obedience to the Law was meant to be a witness 

to all of the other nations in the world of what the “one true God’ was 

actually like. 

  Just doing repair work on the temple wasn’t going to make them 

faithful again. The building (no matter how special) was always going 

to be nothing more than a building. What the people needed was to re-

establish a relationship with their God that would move them to trust 

in Him and then move them to live in obedience to The Law that God 

had laid down for their lives. Re-affirming their commitment to God 

was what would allow them to BE God’s people once again. 

  So, King Josiah called all of the people of the kingdom to come to 

the temple and he stood before them and read to them all the words of 

The Law and then he called them all to agree to re-commit their lives 

to serving the one true God, which they did. 

  The Law itself (this framework for their behavior) and their 

agreement to live under God’s direction was meant to be the core of 



who they were as God’s people. He would be their God and they would 

be both his people and his witnesses in the world. This is the 

COVENANT that they agreed to. 

  Now, we can take this conversation right into today because we 

have also been called (out of the world) to be in a covenant relationship 

with God and he has offered us a framework within which we are to 

live our lives. Jesus simplified it for us and boiled it down to two 

statements; “love the Lord, your God, with all of your heart, soul, mind 

and strength” and “love our neighbor as you love yourself.”  

  These are not simply tasks to perform. This is not a checklist for 

faith. These are meant to be the physical expression of our relationship 

to God. We are not trying to prove ourselves worthy; we are 

surrendering all that we ARE to this one, true God and allowing him 

to work in and through our lives every day. What Jesus outlined for us 

were meant to be guidelines for what we should see happening in and 

through us because we have trusted in him. 

  God provides us with forgiveness and healing and hope. We will 

be God’s witnesses and he will provide us with the passion and the 

power to do his work in our world. 

  Jesus said, 

4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot  
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,  

neither can you unless you abide in me. John 15:4 

  At the core of our covenant with God has always been a 

relationship with the living Jesus that makes what we do MORE than 

just religious practice and MORE than just spiritual searching. We 

have been called to be “organically” CONNECTED to Jesus. His spirit 

is meant to live in us and transform us and work through us. We can 



know Jesus. It is what Peter was talking about in his letter when he 

said, 

8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you 
do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 

indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome  
of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1:8 

  Jesus has called us all to be his disciples (disciple means 

“learner”) AND there was a time when membership in a local 

congregation and discipleship were two sides of the same coin but I 

don’t think we can say that anymore. 

  Today, membership is like joining a club and it tends to be about 

having a vote or about having some control over what happens in the 

congregation. Discipleship is about sacrifice. It’s about putting 

ourselves into a covenant relationship with God that takes over 

everything about who we are. Discipleship is about agreeing before 

God to support the work of God’s kingdom through our “prayers, our 

presence, our gifts, our service and our witness.” This is what 

membership was supposed to be AND in reality we can’t be members if 

we aren’t willing to be disciples. This is the covenant that we have 

agreed to give our lives to BUT somewhere along the way we forgot 

that we were supposed to be COVENANT people. 

  We are at a place (in the 21st century) where millions of people 

who bear the name of Jesus see their faith as simply a spectator sport. 

There are far too many who think of what we do as merely an 

educational gathering and many of those have decided that we have 

nothing to teach them that they would care to learn.  

  We are at a place (in the 21st century) where millions of people 

who bear the name of Jesus see the Church as an entertainment venue 

and think of worship as a religious show and many of them have 



decided that the Church’s show isn’t nearly as entertaining as what 

they can get from their local cable provider. They have decided that 

they have lots of better options. 

  The Christian Church in this country is failing primarily because we 

have forgotten that the Church is fundamentally a relational gathering. We 

are here because of our common relationship to Jesus the Christ and we have 

decided to be in a relationship with each other because we believe that 

together we can better live out the COVENANT that God has called us in to. 

  So, it’s time for all of God’s children to remind ourselves of both who we 

are and what God has called us to BECOME. Then we need to decide to 

renew the covenant that Jesus has called us to be part of; a covenant to be 

both disciples and witnesses to the living God. This is what we are doing here 

today. 


